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counterinsurgency punctuated by moments of heady excitement and terror. Colonel Grau, the editor and translator, has added his
own commentary to produce a useful guide for commanders to meet the challenges of this kind of war and to help keep his fellow
soldiers alive. This book will also be of interest to the historian and general reader, who will discover that advances in technology
have had little impact on this kind of war, and that many of the same tactics the British Army used on the Northwest Frontier still
apply today.
There is a long list of books available on the Afghan crisis but each highlights a specific issue. There is no comprehensive book
which summarizes the events leading to the Afghan war of 2001 and beyond. This book has been written to fill in that void. This
book provides an overview of the Afghan conflict and explains why it has become a 'Graveyard of Empires'. The book describes
the present and future of Afghanistan in the backdrop of US/NATO troops withdrawal in 2014. The book also explains
Afghanistan's transition from a Cold War era to one where mineral wealth could be the next target for the World Powers. The book
can prove to be a great resource for anyone currently working in Afghanistan or who intend to work there in the near future.
Military personnel can especially benefit from the contents as they are concise and summarize the major events in the past and
present. It can also prove to be a good starting point for geoscience professionals and those who are working on the natural
resources in general. The book should be used as a general reference only as nothing has been described in detail. It is intended
for general readers; even the scientific topics are written with the interest of a general reader in mind. The unique feature of the
book is that history and international politics have been combined with natural resources for the first time under one title. Original
pictures from the scene aid in understanding the conundrum. Most of the material in this book came directly from the author's
interaction with ordinary Afghans, government officials and most importantly US and NATO military personnel working in
Afghanistan. More emphasis has been placed on the southern part of the country where the Taliban insurgency is strong and
where the civilian infrastructure is non-existent. Over the course of his research for this book, Dr. Yousafzai was starkly reminded
of the fact that most military and civilian personnel have no idea why the Afghans behave the way they do. Ironically, most military
officials also have no clue why they are there in the first place! Regardless of their knowledge of the Afghan quagmire, he salutes
their dedication to the invaluable service they have been providing since the war began in late 2001.The book is divided into three
parts detailing the history of the Afghan war; the present scenario and whether the country's future can be predicted by looking at
its bloody history. What kind of lessons the US/NATO officials learned from the Afghan adventure have been detailed throughout
the book. As a native Pashtun, Dr. Yousafzai grew up in Peshawar and witnessed the rise and fall of military dictatorships,
religious extremism and the plight of ordinary Pashtuns across the Durand Line. The first part of the book describes some of those
experiences which are a direct result of his 20 years of working experience in the Afghanistan-Pakistan region. The second part of
the book summarizes the untapped mineral wealth of Afghanistan and the efforts to control its natural resources. Situation on the
ground is discussed in some detail in the third part of the book along with a roadmap towards the uncertain future.
"First published in Great Britain in 2011 by Profile Books"--T.p. verso.
Mikhail Gorbachev's relations with the West have captured the imagination of contemporaries and historians alike, but his vision of
Soviet leadership in Asia has received far less attention. The failure of Gorbachev's Asian initiatives has had dramatic
consequences, by the late 1980s, the Soviet Union was in full retreat from Asia, and since the Soviet collapse, Russia has been
left on the sidelines of the "Pacific century." In this exceptionally wide-ranging and deeply researched book, Sergey Radchenko
offers an illuminating account of the end of the Cold War in the East, tracing the death of Soviet ambitions in Asia. Radchenko
shows that Gorbachev began with big gestures, of which the most important was his initiative in Vladivostok in July 1986, the
opening salvo of the Soviet charm offensive in Asia Pacific. The problem, Radchenko points out, was that no one in Asia bought
into Gorbachev's vision. If the Soviets had realized earlier that they needed Asia more than Asia needed them, they might have
played a much more important role there. Instead, China was largely misunderstood, early gains in India were squandered, Japan
was ignored or condescended to, and the Korean scenario played out in ways most unfavorable to Russia. Radchenko captures
all of this in his compelling narrative, shedding important new light on many key players, including Gorbachev, Deng Xiaoping,
Margaret Thatcher, Boris Yeltsin, and George H. W. Bush, among others. Based on archival research in Russia, China, Mongolia,
India, the United States, Britain, and numerous European countries and on interviews with former policy makers in a dozen
countries, Unwanted Visionaries presents a deftly narrated and penetrating portrait of the Soviet failure in the East, with a wealth
of valuable insight into Asia today.
Afghanistan, a landlocked country in Central Asia, has improbably been at the center of international geopolitics for four decades.
After the Soviet Union invaded in 1980, Afghanistan descended into an unending conflict that featured at various points most of
the world's major powers. In the mid-1990s, the country entered a new phase, when the Taliban took power and imposed order
based on a harsh, repressive version of Islamic law. Infamously, the sheltered Osama bin Laden, whose attack on 9/11 Towers
ushered in the Global War on Terror, drew tens of thousands of American troops to the country, where they remain today. In
Afghanistan: What Everyone Needs to Know®, leading scholar Barnett R. Rubin provides an overview of this complicated nation.
After providing a concise history of Afghanistan, he explores the various peoples and cultures of the country and its relations with
neighbors like Pakistan and Iran. He also provides an authoritative overview of the conflicts that have plagued the country since
the Soviet invasion. Both wide-ranging and pithy, this book explains why Afghanistan matters and what its possible future might
look like.
Rugged, remote, riven by tribal rivalries and religious violence, Afghanistan seems to many a forsaken country frozen in time.
Robert Crews presents a bold challenge to this misperception. During their long history, Afghans have engaged and connected
with a wider world, occupying a pivotal position in the Cold War and the decades that followed.
The news-breaking book that has sent schockwaves through the White House, Ghost Wars is the most accurate and revealing
account yet of the CIA's secret involvement in al-Qaeada's evolution. Prize-winning journalist Steve Coll has spent years reporting
from the Middle East, accessed previously classified government files and interviewed senior US officials and foreign spymasters.
Here he gives the full inside story of the CIA's covert funding of an Islamic jihad against Soviet forces in Afghanistan, explores how
this sowed the seeds of bn Laden's rise, traces how he built his global network and brings to life the dramatic battles within the US
government over national security. Above all, he lays bare American intelligence's continual failure to grasp the rising threat of
terrrorism in the years leading to 9/11 - and its devastating consequences.
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Drawing on his own diary as well as secret documents and transcripts of high-level meetings, Anatoly Chernyaev recounts the
drama that swept the Soviet Union between 1985 and 1991. As Gorbachev&’s chief foreign policy aide for most of that period, he
played a central role in efforts to halt the arms race, discard a confrontational ideology, and open his country to the world. And as
Gorbachev&’s confidant on many domestic issues as well, Chernyaev offers rare insights into the struggle over glasnost, the
growth of separatism, and the rise of Boris Yeltsin. While admiring of perestroika&’s founder, Chernyaev is frank in faulting
Gorbachev for his hesitancy in economic reforms, for his delay in decentralizing Union-republic ties, and above all for his
misplaced faith in the reformability of the Communist Party. Altogether this book is essential reading for those interested in the
Cold War&’s end, the USSR&’s collapse, and especially the role played by ideas, ambitions, and key personalities in these
momentous events.
Assesses what went wrong in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and outlines how the U.S. can restructure its foreign policy by
following lessons learned in the Cold War.
Humanitarian Invasion is the first book of its kind: a ground-level inside account of what development and humanitarianism meant
for Afghanistan, a country touched by international aid like no other. Relying on Soviet, Western, and NGO archives, interviews
with Soviet advisers and NGO workers, and Afghan sources, Timothy Nunan forges a vivid account of the impact of development
on a country on the front lines of the Cold War. Nunan argues that Afghanistan functioned as a laboratory for the future of the
Third World nation-state. If, in the 1960s, Soviets, Americans, and Germans sought to make a territorial national economy for
Afghanistan, later, under military occupation, Soviet nation-builders, French and Swedish humanitarians, and Pakistani-supported
guerrillas fought a transnational civil war over Afghan statehood. Covering the entire period from the Cold War to Taliban rule,
Humanitarian Invasion signals the beginning of a new stage in the writing of international history.
This volume examines the origins and early years of the Cold War in the first comprehensive historical reexamination of the period.
A team of leading scholars shows how the conflict evolved from the geopolitical, ideological, economic and sociopolitical
environments of the two world wars and interwar period.
A fresh and comprehensive analysis of Afghanistan's political history emphasizing the impact of US interventions
Reveals how skillful diplomacy got the Soviets to withdraw from Afghanistan
This monumental book examines Afghan society in conflict, from the 1978 communist coup to the fall of Najibullah, the last Sovietinstalled president, in 1992. This edition, newly revised by the author, reflects developments since then and includes material on
the Taliban and Osama bin Laden. It is a book that now seems remarkably prescient. Drawing on two decades of research,
Barnett R. Rubin, a leading expert on Afghanistan, provides a fascinating account of the nature of the old regime, the rise and fall
of the People's Democratic Party of Afghanistan, and the troubled Mujahidin resistance. He relates all these phenomena to
international actors, showing how the interaction of U.S. policy and Pakistani and Saudi Arabian interests has helped to create the
challenges of today. Rubin puts into context the continuing turmoil in Afghanistan and offers readers a coherent historical
explanation for the country's social and political fragmentation. Praise for the earlier edition: "This study is theoretically informed,
empirically grounded, and gracefully written. Anyone who wants to understand Afghanistan's troubled history and the reasons for
its present distress should read this book."--Foreign Affairs "This is the book on Afghanistan for the educated public."--Political
Science Quarterly

Going beyond the stereotypes of Kalashnikov-wielding Afghan mujahideen and black-turbaned Taliban fundamentalists,
Larry Goodson explains in this concise analysis of the Afghan war what has really been happening in Afghanistan in the
last twenty years. Beginning with the reasons behind Afghanistans inability to forge a strong state -- its myriad
cleavages along ethnic, religious, social, and geographical fault lines -- Goodson then examines the devastating course
of the war itself. He charts its utter destruction of the country, from the deaths of more than 2 million Afghans and the
dispersal of some six million others as refugees to the complete collapse of its economy, which today has been replaced
by monoagriculture in opium poppies and heroin production. The Taliban, some of whose leaders Goodson interviewed
as recently as 1997, have controlled roughly 80 percent of the country but themselves have shown increasing discord
along ethnic and political lines.
This easy-to-use reference explores the people and events that shaped Russian military history—and impacted Europe,
Asia, and the world—over the past eight centuries. • Helps readers understand the sociopolitical history of Russia and
how it continues to exert a major influence in international affairs • Showcases the complex role conflict has played in
Russia throughout its history • Includes an introductory essay that discusses how warfare in Russia has progressed over
the centuries • Offers entries on wars, battles, organizations, leaders, armies, weapons, and other aspects of war and
military life • Provides a ready reference for readers with little or no prior knowledge of Russian history
During the Cold War, military conflicts in Vietnam and Afghanistan validated the importanct of war in global power
dynamics. But military intervention proved not to be politically sustainable for the USA and the USSR. This study
investigates the parallels and differences in the two conflicts.
Why did the USSR linger so long in Afghanistan? What makes this account of the Soviet-Afghan conflict both timely and
important is its focus on the factors that prevented the Soviet leadership from ending a demoralizing and costly war and
on the long-term consequences for the Soviet Union and the region.
A collection of articles written from 1989 to 2009, updated for this volume.
Choice Outstanding Academic Title of 2016 Investigates the causes, conduct, and consequences of the recent American
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan Understanding the United States’ wars in Iraq and Afghanistan is essential to
understanding the United States in the first decade of the new millennium and beyond. These wars were pivotal to
American foreign policy and international relations. They were expensive: in lives, in treasure, and in reputation. They
raised critical ethical and legal questions; they provoked debates over policy, strategy, and war-planning; they helped to
shape American domestic politics. And they highlighted a profound division among the American people: While more
than two million Americans served in Iraq and Afghanistan, many in multiple deployments, the vast majority of Americans
and their families remained untouched by and frequently barely aware of the wars conducted in their name, far from
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American shores, in regions about which they know little. Understanding the U.S. Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan gives us
the first book-length expert historical analysis of these wars. It shows us how they began, what they teach us about the
limits of the American military and diplomacy, and who fought them. It examines the lessons and legacies of wars whose
outcomes may not be clear for decades. In 1945 few Americans could imagine that the country would be locked in a Cold
War with the Soviet Union for decades; fewer could imagine how history would paint the era. Understanding the U.S.
Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan begins to come to grips with the period when America became enmeshed in a succession
of “low intensity” conflicts in the Middle East.
The first authoritative history of American's longest war by one of the world's leading scholar-practitioners. The American
war in Afghanistan, which began in 2001, is now the longest armed conflict in the nation's history. It is currently winding
down, and American troops are likely to leave soon but only after a stay of nearly two decades. In The American War in
Afghanistan, Carter Malkasian provides the first comprehensive history of the entire conflict. Malkasian is both a leading
academic authority on the subject and an experienced practitioner, having spent nearly two years working in the Afghan
countryside and going on to serve as the senior advisor to General Joseph Dunford, the US military commander in
Afghanistan and later the chairman of the joint chiefs of staff. Drawing from a deep well of local knowledge,
understanding of Pashto, and review of primary source documents, Malkasian moves through the war's multiple phases:
the 2001 invasion and after; the light American footprint during the 2003 Iraq invasion; the resurgence of the Taliban in
2006, the Obama-era surge, and the various resets in strategy and force allocations that occurred from 2011 onward,
culminating in the 2018-2020 peace talks. Malkasian lived through much of it, and draws from his own experiences to
provide a unique vantage point on the war. Today, the Taliban is the most powerful faction, and sees victory as probable.
The ultimate outcome after America leaves is inherently unpredictable given the multitude of actors there, but one thing is
sure: the war did not go as America had hoped. Although the al-Qa'eda leader Osama bin Laden was killed and no major
attack on the American homeland was carried out after 2001, the United States was unable to end the violence or hand
off the war to the Afghan authorities, which could not survive without US military backing. The American War in
Afghanistan explains why the war had such a disappointing outcome. Wise and all-encompassing, The American War in
Afghanistan provides a truly vivid portrait of the conflict in all of its phases that will remain the authoritative account for
years to come.
The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, in support of a Marxist-Leninist government, and the subsequent nine-year conflict
with the indigenous Afghan Mujahedeen was one of the bloodiest conflicts of the Cold War. Key details of the
circumstances surrounding the invasion and its ultimate conclusion only months before the fall of the Berlin Wall in
November 1989 have long remained unclear; it is a confidential narrative of clandestine correspondence, covert
operations and failed intelligence. The Secret War in Afghanistan undertakes a full analysis of recently declassified
intelligence archives in order to asses Anglo-American secret intelligence and diplomacy relating to the invasion of
Afghanistan and unveil the Cold War realities behind the rhetoric. Rooted at every turn in close examination of the
primary evidence, it outlines the secret operations of the CIA, MI6 and the KGB, and the full extent of the aid and
intelligence from the West which armed and trained the Afghan fighters. Drawing from US, UK and Russian archives,
Panagiotis Dimitrakis analyses the Chinese arms deals with the CIA, the multiple recorded intelligence failures of KGB
intelligence and secret letters from the office of Margaret Thatcher to Jimmy Carter. In so doing, this study brings a new
scholarly perspective to some of the most controversial events of Cold War history. Dimitrakis also outlines the full extent
of China's involvement in arming the Mujahedeen, which led to the PRC effectively fighting the Soviet Union by proxy.
This will be essential reading for scholars and students of the Cold War, American History and the Modern Middle East.
A critical examination of the Soviet military's role in the 1979-1989 War in Afghanistan presents the Russian view of how
the war occurred while chronicling its major battles and operations and offering insight into Soviet tactics and strategy.
Simultaneous.
The Soviet war in Afghanistan was a grueling debacle that has striking lessons for the twenty-first century. In The Great
Gamble, Gregory Feifer examines the conflict from the perspective of the soldiers on the ground. During the last years of
the Cold War, the Soviet Union sent some of its most elite troops to unfamiliar lands in Central Asia to fight a vaguely
defined enemy, which eventually defeated their superior numbers with unconventional tactics. Although the Soviet
leadership initially saw the invasion as a victory, many Russian soldiers came to view the war as a demoralizing and
devastating defeat, the consequences of which had a substantial impact on the Soviet Union and its collapse. Feifer's
extensive research includes eye-opening interviews with participants from both sides of the conflict. In gripping detail, he
vividly depicts the invasion of a volatile country that no power has ever successfully conquered. Parallels between the
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and the U.S. invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq are impossible to ignore—both conflicts
were waged amid vague ideological rhetoric about freedom. Both were roundly condemned by the outside world for trying
to impose their favored forms of government on countries with very different ways of life. And both seem destined to end
on uncertain terms. A groundbreaking account seen through the eyes of the men who fought it, The Great Gamble tells
an unforgettable story full of drama, action, and political intrigue whose relevance in our own time is greater than ever.
The 2001 terrorist attacks on the United States formed part of the larger legacy of American interaction in Afghanistan.
From the end of World War II onward, American foreign policy had a significant impact on the conflicts that marked the
twentieth century history of this troubled land. The role of the United States was magnified by the violence of the ongoing
internal ethnic struggles and the external machinations of the superpower Cold War rivalry. In line with the aims of the
series, this valuable new book: · presents a historical overview of the causes and legacy of Afghanistan's internal conflict
· explores the role and influence of the actors involved, including the various ethnic and religious groups and external
powers such as the United States and the Soviet Union · provides the framework for a broader exploration of US policy
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toward Afghanistan A Bitter Harvest concludes with an assessment of US policy and policy recommendations.
Explores both the American and Arab sides of the September 11th terrorist attacks in an account of the people, ideas,
events, and intelligence failures that led to the tragedies.
In February 1989, the CIA's chief in Islamabad famously cabled headquarters a simple message: "We Won." It was an
understated coda to the most successful covert intelligence operation in American history. In What We Won, CIA and
National Security Council veteran Bruce Riedel tells the story of America's secret war in Afghanistan and the defeat of
the Soviet 40th Red Army in the war that proved to be the final battle of the cold war. He seeks to answer one simple
question—why did this intelligence operation succeed so brilliantly? Riedel has the vantage point few others can offer: He
was ensconced in the CIA's Operations Center when the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan on Christmas Eve 1979. The
invasion took the intelligence community by surprise. But the response, initiated by Jimmy Carter and accelerated by
Ronald Reagan, was a masterful intelligence enterprise. Many books have been written about intelligence failures—from
Pearl Harbor to 9/11. Much less has been written about how and why intelligence operations succeed. The answer is
complex. It involves both the weaknesses and mistakes of America's enemies, as well as good judgment and strengths
of the United States. Riedel introduces and explores the complex personalities pitted in the war—the Afghan communists,
the Russians, the Afghan mujahedin, the Saudis, and the Pakistanis. And then there are the Americans—in this war, no
Americans fought on the battlefield. The CIA did not send officers into Afghanistan to fight or even to train. In 1989,
victory for the American side of the cold war seemed complete. Now we can see that a new era was also beginning in the
Afghan war in the 1980s, the era of the global jihad. This book examines the lessons we can learn from this intelligence
operation for the future and makes some observations on what came next in Afghanistan—and what is likely yet to come.
Journalists are actors in international relations, mediating communications between governments and publics, but also
between the administrations of different countries. American and foreign officials simultaneously consume the work of
U.S. journalists and use it in their own thinking about how to conduct their work. As such, journalists play an unofficial
diplomatic role. However, the U.S. news media largely amplifies American power. Instead of stimulating greater
understanding, the U.S. elite, mainstream press can often widen mistrust as they promote an American worldview and,
with the exception of some outliers, reduce the world into a tight security frame in which the U.S. is the hegemon. This
has been the case in Afghanistan since 2001, particularly as emerging Afghan journalists have relied significantly on U.S.
and other Western news outlets to report events within their government and their country. Based on eight years of
interviews in Kabul, Washington, and New York, Your Country, Our War demonstrates how news has intersected with
international politics during the War in Afghanistan and shows the global power and reach of the U.S. news media,
especially within the context of the post-9/11 era. It reviews the trajectory of the U.S. news narrative about Afghanistan
and America's never-ending war, and the rise of Afghan journalism, from 2001 to 2017. The book also examines the
impact of the American news media inside a war theater. It examines how U.S. journalists affected the U.S.-Afghan
relationship and chronicles their contribution to the rapid development of a community of Afghan journalists who grappled
daily with how to define themselves and their country during a tumultuous and uneven transition from fundamentalist to
democratic rule. Providing rich detail about the U.S.-Afghan relationship, especially former President of Afghanistan
Hamid Karzai's convictions about the role of the Western press, we begin to understand how journalists are not merely
observers to a story; they are participants in it.
Unlike the wars in Vietnam and Iraq, the US invasion of Afghanistan in 2001 had near-unanimous public support. At first, the goals were
straightforward and clear: to defeat al-Qaeda and prevent a repeat of 9/11. Yet soon after the United States and its allies removed the Taliban
from power, the mission veered off course and US officials lost sight of their original objectives
The situation created by Soviet intervention in Afghanistan attracted scholarly attention worldwide. But though much was written on
Afghanistan, little effort was made to understand the domestic roots of the confrontation, nor was any effort made to explain the linkage
between internal strife and external invasion. In this first work of its kind Dr Rasul Bakhsh Rais analyses all the factors that led to the Afghan
tragedy. He examines the nature of the Afghan state and society, the dynamics of the regional and global power structure, the externalization
of the civil strife and the resultant fragmentation of political power, thereby adding a fresh perspective to the debate on the politics and
security of Afghanistan.
Beginning with the Communist Saur Revolution of 1978 and continuing through Gen. David Petraeus’s 2010 appointment replacing Stanley
McChrystal as commander of U.S. forces in Afghanistan, this book is an inside account of one of the most vicious conflicts fought between
the two Cold War superpowers: the Soviet war in Afghanistan (1979-89). Analyzing the behind-the-scenes decisions made in Moscow,
Washington, and Kabul, former BBC correspondent Deepak Tripathi shows how that conflict transformed Afghanistan into a sanctuary for
terrorism. Explaining how Afghanistan descended into a civil war from which the Taliban emerged, Tripathi explores the ways in which the
country ultimately became a grotesque mirror image of the anticommunist alliance of U.S. forces and radical Islamists in the Cold War’s final
phase. Calling for a departure from the current pursuit of military strong-arm tactics, he advocates an approach that is centered on
development, internal reconciliation, and societal reconstruction in Afghanistan.
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