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The farm machinery industry, though dominated by
three large companies, is a complex sector of the
global manufacturing economy that encompasses
many smaller manufacturers as well. While
contributing a small percentage to gross world
product, it is vitally important to another key sector of
the economy agriculture. Consequently, the recent
rise in global crop prices has allowed the industry to
be more resilient than other mature manufacturing
sectors, like automobiles. The proposed book will
provide a concise but comprehensive look at the
farm machinery industry: its history, organization,
competitors, and the challenges and opportunities
the industry faces as a result of regulations,
globalization and outside market forces. This will be
done as a means of understanding a crucial building
block to the success of agriculture's ability to feed
the expanding world population.
The topics covered include the advances in animal
nutrition (in which the late Kenneth Blaxter was an
acknowledged pioneer), animal and plant breeding,
soil fertility, weed, pest and disease control,
veterinary medicine, engineering (including
innovations in tractor design by Harry Ferguson) and
statistical measurement.
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The American Reaper adopts a network approach to
account for the international diffusion of harvesting
technology from North America, from the invention of
the reaper through to the formation of a dominant
transnational corporation, International Harvester.
Much previous historical research into industrial
networks focuses on industrial districts within
metropolitan centres, but by focusing on harvesting a typically rural technology - this book is able to
analyse the spread of technological knowledge
through a series of local networks and across
national boundaries. In doing so it argues that the
industry developed through a relatively stable stage
from the 1850s into the 1890s, during which time
many firms shared knowledge within and outside the
US through patent licensing, to spread the diffusion
of the American style of machines to establishments
located around the industrial world. This positive
cooperation was further enhanced through sales
networks that appear to be early expressions of
managerial firms. The book also reinterprets the rise
of giant corporations, especially International
Harvester Corporation (IHC), arguing that mass
production was achieved in Chicago in the 1880s,
where unprecedented urban growth made possible a
break with the constraints felt elsewhere in the
dispersed production system. It unleashed an
unchecked competitive market economy with
destructive tendencies throughout the transnational
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'American reaper' networks; a previously stable and
expanding production system. This is significant
because the rise of corporate capital in this industry
is usually explained as an outworking of national
natural advantage, as an ingenious harnessing of
science and technology to solve production
problems, and as a rational solution to the problems
associated with the worst forms of unregulated
competition that emerged as independent firms
developed from small-scale, artisanal production to
large-scale manufacturers, on their own and within
the separate and isolated US economy. The first
study dedicated to the development and diffusion of
American harvesting machine technology, this book
will appeal to scholars from a diverse range of fields,
including economic history, business history, the
history of knowledge transfer, historical geography
and economic geography.
The world's most comprehensive, well documented,
and well illustrated book on this subject. With
extensive subject and geographic index. 325
photographs and illustrations - many color. Free of
charge in digital PDF format.
Catalog of Copyright Entries. Third Series1961: JulyDecember
Written in the early 1980s, The Future of Grain examines
Canada's growing grain exports and the outlook for the
industry's future. The authors examine the prospects
such an increase holds for the largely static Canadian
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industries connected to grain: manufacturers of
agricultural machinery, pesticides and fertilizers;
processing industries such as feed and flour milling,
canola crushing and barley malting. And they suggest
improvements to every aspect of government
involvement--from measures to conserve Prairie soil to
macroeconomic policy--that affects this important sector.
The Future of Grain offers a valuable analysis of this
important agricultural sector at a vital time in its history.

This is the first volume of a two-volume set, offering
a comprehensive review of the range of products
manufactured or marketed by Massey-Ferguson and
its predecessor companies from 1847. This volume
includes a survey of agricultural trctors, a chronology
of the company, and other data.
Includes Part 1, Number 2: Books and Pamphlets,
Including Serials and Contributions to Periodicals
July - December)
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