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Paper On Holocaust
Although the Holocaust represents one of the worst atrocities in the history of mankind, it is thought of by many only in terms of
statistics--the brutal slaughter of over 6 million lives. The art of those who suffered under the most unspeakable conditions and the
art of those who reflect on the genocide remind us that statistics cannot tell the entire story. This important and diverse collection
focuses on the art expression from the inferno, documenting the Holocaust through sketches of camp life drawn surreptitiously by
victims on scraps of paper, and through contemporary paintings, sculpture, and personal reflections. From an informative and
comprehensive perspective, this book evokes a powerful response to the 20th-century catastrophe.
As a US psychiatrist who made aliyah (i.e. moved) to Israel and as founding director of MILAH, a Jerusalem institute for Hebrew
language and cultural enrichment, Morrison offers insights into the internal political and motivational forces limiting American Jewry
anti-Nazi action in the 1930s and 1940s. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR.
Six Million Paper ClipsThe Making of a Children's Holocaust MemorialKar-Ben Publishing ™
A German historian attempts to explain how the Holocaust happened, discussing how widespread acceptance of anti-Semitism
and scientific racism in the politically divided post-World War I era lessened the value of human life. 17,500 first printing.
As a math and Jewish studies teacher in a Jewish day school, Chernofsky wanted a different and meaningful way for his students
to relate to the Holocaust. From there evolved this book that has just one word, six million times JEW. What would a book of six
million Jews look like? This is a volume meant for library and institution presentations on the Holocaust, a daring attempt to give
some small sense of the overwhelming number - six million.
At a middle school in a small, all white, all Protestant town in Tennessee, a special after-school class was started to teach the kids
about the Holocaust, and the importance of tolerance. The students had a hard time imagining what six million was (the number of
Jews the Nazis killed), so they decided to collect six million paperclips, a symbol used by the Norwegians to show solidarity with
their Jewish neighbors during World War II. German journalists Dagmar and Peter Schroeder, whose involvement brought the
project international attention, tell the dramatic story of how the Paper Clip Project grew, culminating in the creation of The
Children's Holocaust Memorial.
Examining the controversies that have accompanied the publication of novels representing the Holocaust, this compelling book
explores such literature to analyze their violently mixed receptions and what this says about the ethics and practice of millennial
Holocaust literature. The novels examined, including some for the first time, are: * Time's Arrow by Martin Amis * The White Hotel
by D.M. Thomas * The Painted Bird by Jerzy Kosinski * Schindler's List by Thomas Keneally * Sophie's Choice by William Styron *
The Hand that Signed the Paper by Helen Darville. Taking issue with the idea that the Holocaust should only be represented
factually, this compelling book argues that Holocaust fiction is not only legitimate, but an important genre that it is essential to
accept. In a growing area of interest, Sue Vice adds a new, intelligent and contentious voice to the key debates within Holocaust
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studies.

For four hundred years--from the first Spanish assaults against the Arawak people of Hispaniola in the 1490s to the U.S.
Army's massacre of Sioux Indians at Wounded Knee in the 1890s--the indigenous inhabitants of North and South
America endured an unending firestorm of violence. During that time the native population of the Western Hemisphere
declined by as many as 100 million people. Indeed, as historian David E. Stannard argues in this stunning new book, the
European and white American destruction of the native peoples of the Americas was the most massive act of genocide in
the history of the world. Stannard begins with a portrait of the enormous richness and diversity of life in the Americas
prior to Columbus's fateful voyage in 1492. He then follows the path of genocide from the Indies to Mexico and Central
and South America, then north to Florida, Virginia, and New England, and finally out across the Great Plains and
Southwest to California and the North Pacific Coast. Stannard reveals that wherever Europeans or white Americans
went, the native people were caught between imported plagues and barbarous atrocities, typically resulting in the
annihilation of 95 percent of their populations. What kind of people, he asks, do such horrendous things to others? His
highly provocative answer: Christians. Digging deeply into ancient European and Christian attitudes toward sex, race,
and war, he finds the cultural ground well prepared by the end of the Middle Ages for the centuries-long genocide
campaign that Europeans and their descendants launched--and in places continue to wage--against the New World's
original inhabitants. Advancing a thesis that is sure to create much controversy, Stannard contends that the perpetrators
of the American Holocaust drew on the same ideological wellspring as did the later architects of the Nazi Holocaust. It is
an ideology that remains dangerously alive today, he adds, and one that in recent years has surfaced in American
justifications for large-scale military intervention in Southeast Asia and the Middle East. At once sweeping in scope and
meticulously detailed, American Holocaust is a work of impassioned scholarship that is certain to ignite intense historical
and moral debate.
A remarkable story of a forgotten seventeen–year–old Jew who was blamed by the Nazis for the anti–Semitic violence
and terror known as the Kristallnacht, the pogrom still seen as an initiating event of the Holocaust After learning about
Nazi persecution of his family, Herschel Grynszpan (pronounced Greenspan) bought a small handgun and on November
7, 1938, went to the German embassy and shot the first German diplomat he saw. When the man died two days later,
Hitler and Goebbels made the shooting their pretext for the state–sponsored wave of antiSemitic terror known as
Kristallnacht, still seen by many as an initiating event of the Holocaust. Overnight, Grynszpan, a bright but naive
teenager, was front–page news and a pawn in a global power struggle.
Rising from the abyss of humiliation -- From victims to social actors -- France: the struggle to rebuild after captivity -Page 2/10
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Hidden children strive to achieve in France -- United States: survivors begin again -- A new life for hidden children and
refugees in America -- Israel: to build and to be built -- Jewish identity, Israel, and the diaspora -- Unexpected
international impact of survivors -- An unbroken chain?
Essay from the year 2007 in the subject History Europe - Germany - National Socialism, World War II, grade: 1,
University of Nottingham, language: English, abstract: The 20th century is sometimes called the “centrury of genocide”.
Never before have people been killing each other on such a scale, with so sophisticated methods and techniques, for so
many reasons and seemingly without any scrupules or mercy. Untold masses of humans fell victims to these massacres.
From South West Africa and Armenia to Cambodia and Rwanda, there were a number of genocides. A number of
genocides, but just one Holocaust. Or, was there just one? Most of the scholarly attention devoted to the subject of
Holocaust has, not surprisingly, been focused on the Jewish experience during the Nazi period. The study of the Gypsy
experience during the same period has been largely underrepresented in the historiography discussions. Therefore, in
this paper I will concentrate on the Porrajmos. The main aim of this work is to find out if and eventually to what extent the
Shoah and the Porrajmos are comparable. In the first half I deal with the persecution of the Gypsies solely. I describe the
main characteristics of the treatment of the Gypsies by the Nazis as well as mention the main laws and decrees that dealt
with the issue. In the second part of this paper my own believes become much more pronounced. I discuss and compare
the Nazi treatment of Jews and Gypsies; touch upon the most debated and controversial issues and above all analyze
the main differences in the treatment of these two groups. Based on the facts from the first chapter and deriving from the
discussion in the second chapter I shall then try to draw conclusions concerning Yehuda Bauer’s thesis that “It does not
do any service to the cause of the Romani people to mix them up in the same analytical framework with the Jews by
defining the Holocaust as pertaining to both Gypsies and Jews”.
Holocaust and Human Behavior uses readings, primary source material, and short documentary films to examine the
challenging history of the Holocaust and prompt reflection on our world today
The Book Smugglers is the nearly unbelievable story of ghetto residents who rescued thousands of rare books and
manuscripts-first from the Nazis and then from the Soviets-by hiding them on their bodies, burying them in bunkers, and
smuggling them across borders. It is a tale of heroism and resistance, of friendship and romance, and of unwavering
devotion-including the readiness to risk one's life-to literature and art. And it is entirely true. Based on Jewish, German,
and Soviet documents, including diaries, letters, memoirs, and the author's interviews with several of the story's
participants, The Book Smugglers chronicles the daring activities of a group of poets turned partisans and scholars
turned smugglers in Vilna, "The Jerusalem of Lithuania." The rescuers were pitted against Johannes Pohl, a Nazi
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"expert" on the Jews, who had been dispatched to Vilna by the Nazi looting agency, Einsatzstab Reichsleiter Rosenberg,
to organize the seizure of the city's great collections of Jewish books. Pohl and his Einsatzstab staff planned to ship the
most valuable materials to Germany and incinerate the rest. The Germans used forty ghetto inmates as slave-laborers to
sort, select, pack, and transport the materials, either to Germany or to nearby paper mills. This group, nicknamed "the
Paper Brigade," and informally led by poet Shmerke Kaczerginski, a garrulous, street-smart adventurer and master of
deception, smuggled thousands of books and manuscripts past German guards. If caught, the men would have faced
death by firing squad at Ponar, the mass-murder site outside of Vilna. To store the rescued manuscripts, poet Abraham
Sutzkever helped build an underground book-bunker sixty feet beneath the Vilna ghetto. Kaczerginski smuggled
weapons as well, using the group's worksite, the former building of the Yiddish Scientific Institute, to purchase arms for
the ghetto's secret partisan organization. All the while, both men wrote poetry that was recited and sung by the fastdwindling population of ghetto inhabitants. With the Soviet "liberation" of Vilna (now known as Vilnius), the Paper Brigade
thought themselves and their precious cultural treasures saved-only to learn that their new masters were no more
welcoming toward Jewish culture than the old, and the books must now be smuggled out of the USSR. Thoroughly
researched by the foremost scholar of the Vilna Ghetto-a writer of exceptional daring, style, and reach-The Book
Smugglers is an epic story of human heroism, a little-known tale from the blackest days of the war.
False Papers is the story of a Jewish family who survived the Holocaust by living in the open. By sheer chutzpah and
bravado, Robert Melson's mother acquired the identity papers that would disguise herself, her husband, and her son for
the duration of the war. Always operating under the theory that one needed to be seen in order not to be noticed, the
Mendelsohns became not just ordinary Polish Catholics, but the Zamojskis, a Polish family of noble lineage. Armed with
their new lives and their new pasts, the Count and Countess Zamojski and their son, Count Bobi, took shelter in the very
shadow of the Nazi machine, hiding day after day in plain sight behind a facade of elegant good manners and cultivated
self-assurance, even arrogance: "You had to shout [the Gestapo] down or they would kill you". Melson's father took
advantage of his flawless German to build a lucrative business career while working for a German businessman of the
Schindler type. The Zamojskis acquired beautiful homes in the German quarter of Krakow and in Prague, where they had
maids and entertained Nazi officials. Their masquerade enabled them to save not only themselves and their son but also
an uncle and three Jewish women, one of whom became part of the family. False Papers is a candid, sometimes even
humorous account of a stylish family who dazzled the Nazis with flamboyant theatrics then gradually, tragically fell apart
after the war. Particularly arresting is Melson himself, who was just a child when his family embarked on their grand
charade. A resilient boy who had to negotiate bewildering shifts of identity -- now Catholic, now Jewish; now European
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aristocrat, now penniless refugee who becomes an Americancollege student -- Melson closes each chapter of his
parents' recollections with his childhood perceptions of the same events. Against the totalizing, flattening, unrelenting
Nazi behemoth, Melson says, "I wished to pit our very bodies, our quirky, sexy, funny, wicked, frail, ordinary selves". By
balancing the adults' maneuvering with the perspective of a child, Melson crafts an account of the Holocaust that is at
once poignant, entertaining, and troubling.
The denial of the Holocaust has no more credibility than the assertion that the earth is flat. Yet there are those who insist that the death of six
million Jews in Nazi concentration camps is nothing but a hoax perpetrated by a powerful Zionist conspiracy. Sixty years ago, such notions
were the province of pseudohistorians who argued that Hitler never meant to kill the Jews, and that only a few hundred thousand died in the
camps from disease; they also argued that the Allied bombings of Dresden and other cities were worse than any Nazi offense, and that the
Germans were the “true victims” of World War II. For years, those who made such claims were dismissed as harmless cranks operating on
the lunatic fringe. But as time goes on, they have begun to gain a hearing in respectable arenas, and now, in the first full-scale history of
Holocaust denial, Deborah Lipstadt shows how—despite tens of thousands of living witnesses and vast amounts of documentary
evidence—this irrational idea not only has continued to gain adherents but has become an international movement, with organized chapters,
“independent” research centers, and official publications that promote a “revisionist” view of recent history. Lipstadt shows how Holocaust
denial thrives in the current atmosphere of value-relativism, and argues that this chilling attack on the factual record not only threatens Jews
but undermines the very tenets of objective scholarship that support our faith in historical knowledge. Thus the movement has an
unsuspected power to dramatically alter the way that truth and meaning are transmitted from one generation to another.
Paper Gauze Ballerina is a memoir of a Holocaust survivor. This book is one person's plight to rise above the ashes of the Holocaust and
become a whole and functioning human being again. It will make you aware of how a genocide and the aftermath of a genocide extends
through a lifetime, and sometimes for generations to come. With the help of this book, the author ceased to remain a victim, and most of all,
got rid of all her feelings of revenge, anger, and hate, bottled up from the injustices done to her during incarceration. She believes that those
feelings are the major precursors to another genocide. Paper Gauze Ballerina is a must for educators to read. It is a unique book which
transforms a negative experience to a positive outlook.
This stirring collection of diaries written by young people, aged twelve to twenty-two years, during the Holocaust is given new life in this
enhanced e-book. Featuring a wealth of content including photographs of the writers and their families, images of the original diaries, artwork
made by the writers, historical documents, glossary terms, maps, survivor testimony (some available for the first time), and video of the
author teaching key passages, this revised and updated version of the seminal National Jewish Book Award winner preserves the
impressions, emotions, and eyewitness reportage of young people whose accounts of daily events and often unexpected thoughts, ideas,
and feelings serve to deepen and complicate our understanding of life during the Holocaust. This updated edition includes a new preface by
Alexandra Zapruder examining the book’s history and impact. Additionally, an in-depth, interdisciplinary curriculum in history, literature, and
writing developed by the author and a team of teachers, working in cooperation with the educational organization Facing History and
Ourselves, is now available to support use of the book in middle- and high-school classrooms.
Introduction : the role of gender in the Holocaust / Lenore J. Weitzman and Dalia Ofer -- Gender and the Jewish family in modern Europe /
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Paula E. Hyman -- Keeping calm and weathering the storm : Jewish women's responses to daily life in Nazi Germany, 1933-1939 / Marion
Kaplan -- The missing 52 percent : research on Jewish women in interwar Poland and its implications for Holocaust studies / Gershon Bacon
-- Women in the Jewish labor bund in interwar Poland / Daniel Blatman -- Ordinary women in Nazi Germany : perpetrators, victims, followers,
and bystanders / Gisela Bock -- The Grodno Ghetto and its underground : a personal narrative / Liza Chapnik -- The key game / Ida Fink -5050
Offers a comprehensive account of the failure of American society and government to extend even minimum assistance to the Jews of Nazidominated Europe
Provides hundreds of entries and over 250 photographs of such Holocaust related topics as antisemitism, euthanasia, and mischlinge,
including biographical information on such notorious figures as Adolph Hitler, Josef Mengele, and Amon Goeth.
A bold new exploration that answers the most commonly asked questions about the Holocaust. Despite the outpouring of books, movies,
museums, memorials, and courses devoted to the Holocaust, a coherent explanation of why such ghastly carnage erupted from the heart of
civilized Europe in the twentieth century still seems elusive even seventy years later. Numerous theories have sprouted in an attempt to
console ourselves and to point the blame in emotionally satisfying directions—yet none of them are fully convincing. As witnesses to the
Holocaust near the ends of their lives, it becomes that much more important to unravel what happened and to educate a new generation
about the horrors inflicted by the Nazi regime on Jews and non-Jews alike. Why? dispels many misconceptions and answers some of the
most basic—yet vexing—questions that remain: why the Jews and not another ethnic group? Why the Germans? Why such a swift and
sweeping extermination? Why didn’t more Jews fight back more often? Why didn’t they receive more help? While responding to the
questions he has been most frequently asked by students over the decades, world-renowned Holocaust historian and professor Peter Hayes
brings a wealth of scholarly research and experience to bear on conventional, popular views of the history, challenging some of the most
prominent recent interpretations. He argues that there is no single theory that “explains” the Holocaust; the convergence of multiple forces at
a particular moment in time led to catastrophe. In clear prose informed by an encyclopedic knowledge of Holocaust literature in English and
German, Hayes weaves together stories and statistics to heart-stopping effect. Why? is an authoritative, groundbreaking exploration of the
origins of one of the most tragic events in human history.
In this book, David Patterson sets out to describe why Jews must live -- but especially think -- in a way that is distinctly Jewish. For Patterson,
the primary responsibility of post-Holocaust Jewish thought is to avoid thinking in the same categories that led to the attempted extermination
of the Jewish people. The Nazis, he says, were not anti- Semitic because they were racists; they were racists because they were antiSemitic, and their anti-Semitism was furthered by a Western ontological tradition that made God irrelevant by placing the thinking ego at the
center of being. If the Jewish people, in their particularity, are "chosen" to attest to the universal "chosenness" of every human being, then
each human being is singled out to assume an absolute responsibility to and for all human beings. And that, Patterson says, is why the antiSemite hates the Jew: because the very presence of the Jew robs him of his ego and serves as a constant reminder that we are all forever in
debt, and that redemption is always yet to be. Thus the Nazis, before they killed Jewish bodies, were compelled to murder Jewish souls
through the degradations of the Shoah. But why is the need for a revitalized Jewish thought so urgent today? It is not only because modern
Jewish thought, hoping to accommodate itself to rational idealism, is thereby obliged to put itself in league with postmodernists who "preach
tolerance for everything except biblically based religion, beginning with Judaism," and who effectively call on Jews, as fellow "citizens of the
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global village," to disappear. It is also because without the Jewish reality of Jerusalem, there is only the Jewish abstraction of Auschwitz, for
in Auschwitz the Jews were murdered not as husbands and wives, parents and children, but as efficiently numbered units. If the Jews,
Patterson claims, are not a people set apart by "a Voice that is other than human," then the Holocaust can never be understood as evil rather
than simply immoral. With Open Wounds, Patterson aims to make possible a religious response to the Holocaust. Post-Holocaust Jewish
thinking, confronting the work of healing the world -- of tikkun haolam -- must recover not just Jewish tradition but also the category of the holy
in human beings' thinking about humanity.
All But My Life is the unforgettable story of Gerda Weissmann Klein's six-year ordeal as a victim of Nazi cruelty. From her comfortable home
in Bielitz (present-day Bielsko) in Poland to her miraculous survival and her liberation by American troops--including the man who was to
become her husband--in Volary, Czechoslovakia, in 1945, Gerda takes the reader on a terrifying journey. Gerda's serene and idyllic
childhood is shattered when Nazis march into Poland on September 3, 1939. Although the Weissmanns were permitted to live for a while in
the basement of their home, they were eventually separated and sent to German labor camps. Over the next few years Gerda experienced
the slow, inexorable stripping away of "all but her life." By the end of the war she had lost her parents, brother, home, possessions, and
community; even the dear friends she made in the labor camps, with whom she had shared so many hardships, were dead. Despite her
horrifying experiences, Klein conveys great strength of spirit and faith in humanity. In the darkness of the camps, Gerda and her young
friends manage to create a community of friendship and love. Although stripped of the essence of life, they were able to survive the barbarity
of their captors. Gerda's beautifully written story gives an invaluable message to everyone. It introduces them to last century's terrible history
of devastation and prejudice, yet offers them hope that the effects of hatred can be overcome.
Immediately after World War II, there was little discussion of the Holocaust, but today the word has grown into a potent political and moral
symbol, recognized by all. In Holocaust: An American Understanding, renowned historian Deborah E. Lipstadt explores this striking evolution
in Holocaust consciousness, revealing how a broad array of Americans—from students in middle schools to presidents of the United
States—tried to make sense of this inexplicable disaster, and how they came to use the Holocaust as a lens to interpret their own history.
Lipstadt weaves a powerful narrative that touches on events as varied as the civil rights movement, Vietnam, Stonewall, and the women’s
movement, as well as controversies over Bitburg, the Rwandan genocide, and the bombing of Kosovo. Drawing upon extensive research on
politics, popular culture, student protests, religious debates and various strains of Zionist ideologies, Lipstadt traces how the Holocaust
became integral to the fabric of American life. Even popular culture, including such films as Dr. Strangelove and such books as John
Hershey’s The Wall, was influenced by and in turn influenced thinking about the Holocaust. Equally important, the book shows how
Americans used the Holocaust to make sense of what was happening in the United States. Many Americans saw the civil rights movement in
light of Nazi oppression, for example, while others feared that American soldiers in Vietnam were destroying a people identified by the
government as the enemy. Lipstadt demonstrates that the Holocaust became not just a tragedy to be understood but also a tool for
interpreting America and its place in the world. Ultimately Holocaust: An American Understanding tells us as much about America in the years
since the end of World War II as it does about the Holocaust itself.
n June 1944, Freda Wineman and her family arrived at Auschwitz-Birkenau, the infamous Nazi concentration and death camp. After a cursory
look from an SS doctor, Freda's life was spared and her mother was sent to the gas chambers. Freda only survived because the Allies won
the war -- the Nazis ultimately wanted every Jew to die. Her mother was one of millions who lost their lives because of a racist regime that
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believed that some human beings simply did not deserve to live -- not because of what they had done, but because of who they were.
Laurence Rees has spent twenty-five years meeting the survivors and perpetrators of the Third Reich and the Holocaust. In this sweeping
history, he combines this testimony with the latest academic research to investigate how history's greatest crime was possible. Rees argues
that while hatred of the Jews was at the epicenter of Nazi thinking, we cannot fully understand the Holocaust without considering Nazi plans
to kill millions of non-Jews as well. He also reveals that there was no single overarching blueprint for the Holocaust. Instead, a series of
escalations compounded into the horror. Though Hitler was most responsible for what happened, the blame is widespread, Rees reminds us,
and the effects are enduring. The Holocaust: A New History is an accessible yet authoritative account of this terrible crime. A chronological,
intensely readable narrative, this is a compelling exposition of humanity's darkest moment.
An in-depth look at how The New York Times failed in its coverage of the fate of European Jews from 1939–45. It examines how the
decisions that were made at The Times ultimately resulted in the minimizing and misunderstanding of modern history's worst genocide.
Laurel Leff, a veteran journalist and professor of journalism, recounts how personal relationships at the newspaper, the assimilationist
tendencies of The Times' Jewish owner, and the ethos of mid-century America, all led The Times to consistently downplay news of the
Holocaust. It recalls how news of Hitler's 'final solution' was hidden from readers and - because of the newspaper's influence on other media from America at large. Buried by The Times is required reading for anyone interested in America's response to the Holocaust and for anyone
curious about how journalists determine what is newsworthy.
Provides a reference guide to the principal figures, ideology, and events during the Nazis' attempt to eliminate Jews during World War II
As an increasingly polarized America fights over the legacy of racism, Susan Neiman, author of the contemporary philosophical classic Evil in
Modern Thought, asks what we can learn from the Germans about confronting the evils of the past In the wake of white nationalist attacks,
the ongoing debate over reparations, and the controversy surrounding Confederate monuments and the contested memories they evoke,
Susan Neiman’s Learning from the Germans delivers an urgently needed perspective on how a country can come to terms with its historical
wrongdoings. Neiman is a white woman who came of age in the civil rights–era South and a Jewish woman who has spent much of her adult
life in Berlin. Working from this unique perspective, she combines philosophical reflection, personal stories, and interviews with both
Americans and Germans who are grappling with the evils of their own national histories. Through discussions with Germans, including Jan
Philipp Reemtsma, who created the breakthrough Crimes of the Wehrmacht exhibit, and Friedrich Schorlemmer, the East German dissident
preacher, Neiman tells the story of the long and difficult path Germans faced in their effort to atone for the crimes of the Holocaust. In the
United States, she interviews James Meredith about his battle for equality in Mississippi and Bryan Stevenson about his monument to the
victims of lynching, as well as lesser-known social justice activists in the South, to provide a compelling picture of the work contemporary
Americans are doing to confront our violent history. In clear and gripping prose, Neiman urges us to consider the nuanced forms that evil can
assume, so that we can recognize and avoid them in the future.
Seminar paper from the year 2010 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 2,3, Martin Luther University,
language: English, abstract: This seminar paper deals with the graphic novel “Maus” by Art Spiegelman. The book was published in two
volumes. The first volume with the subtitle: “My Father Bleeds History”(1986) and the second volume had the subtitle: “And Here My
Troubles Began” (1991). The novel is about the genocide of European Jews. The action is centered on the Holocaust survivor Vladek
Spiegelman, who was imprisoned in Auschwitz. His son Art Spiegelman reconstructs the story of his father by interviewing him and taking
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notes. During the novel the author Art Spiegelman informs the reader also about his mother Anja and himself. First of all, there is the question
of how to deal with the medium comic, because comics represent actually funny stories but the Holocaust is anything but funny thus they are
extreme opposites. However, Spiegelman started a new era of comics, because he showed which opportunities exist in this medium and
introduced the genre to a mass audience. He was able to do this, because he does not want to tell the complete history of the Holocaust but
only a story of a survivor. The book includes three different time levels. The first one is the tale of woe of his father, who survives the
Holocaust, the second one is where Art interviews his father about his experiences and memories and the third time level acts after Vladek's
death and shows Art working on the second volume of “Maus”. Due to the jumping between the time levels emerges close connection
between present and past, thereby the story appears truer. The exact title of this seminar paper is Characterization and symbolism in “Maus”
and will deal with the question of what happens with stereotypes of nationalism and how Spiegelman reflect personalities. First, the genre of
the book will be examined by characteristics of fables and allegories. Furthermore, the question will be why Spiegelman decided to choose
animal figures and how he characterized them and which advantages the choice of animals in correspondence with the medium comic has.
The characterization and symbolism will be mostly checked on the basis of the primary literature. Critical voices will be obtained by secondary
literature. Moreover, this seminar paper will amplify several symbols and metaphors and ultimately, the last chapter will try to read out a moral
and a massage. Questions whether “Maus” is a biography or an autobiography, yiddishkeit and parenthood will be left out, because it would
go beyond the scope of this paper.
“Paper Walls was the first scholarly book to deal with the question of America’s response to the Nazi assault on the European Jews. A
revised version of my Ph.D. dissertation at Harvard University, it was originally published in 1968... Those times were very different from
these. There was little public receptivity to Holocaust studies then, and only limited academic interest... The scholarly reviews, of which there
were several, were favorable. But the general press paid little attention to the book... A pioneer in its field, Paper Walls first established the
thesis that three features of American society in the 1930’s and 1940’s were key to understanding the nation’s inadequate response to the
refugee crisis. They were anti-Semitism, nativistic nationalism, and the unemployment problem of the Great Depression. This basic concept
has been followed in all the succeeding scholarly literature on the topic. This concept is also the main legacy from Paper Walls to my more
recent book, The Abandonment of the Jews: America and the Holocaust, 1941-1945 (1984). AlthoughAbandonment stands as a complete
study in its own right, it is in fact the sequel toPaper Walls. It is a continuation of the history of America’s reaction to the plight of the
European Jews in the Nazi era.” — David S. Wyman, Preface to the 1985 paperback edition of Paper Walls “[A] thorough study of American
refugee policy from 1938 to 1941... On the basis of Wyman’s book, the United States stands indicted for a tragic failure to live up to its
nineteenth-century ideal of asylum... Though Wyman makes no effort to disguise his strong sympathy for the refugees, his book... gives a
careful and well-documented history of American refugee policy... The state department — above all Assistant Secretary of State Breckinridge
Long — emerges from his pages as the primary culprit... The attitude displayed by... the foreign service... led to the creation of the paper walls
that Wyman so honestly and tragically describes in this important book.” — Robert A. Divine, Journal of American History “The first scholarly
examination of American refugee policy between 1938 and 1941... What Wyman sets out to do he does extremely well. Paper Walls is a
worthwhile addition to our growing knowledge of the policy of those who bore witness to the Holocaust.” — Henry L. Feingold, American
Jewish Historical Quarterly “No one who reads this book will be able to ignore the fact that blatant antisemitism in the United States — from
the public, from Congress, and from within the State Department — prevented our government from giving more than minimal assistance to
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the Jewish refugees... Professor Wyman has done an immense amount of research in primary and secondary sources and Paper Walls is
extraordinarily sound and superbly documented. It is tightly written, well-organized, and logically presented.” — Leonard Dinnerstein, Jewish
Social Studies “The conclusions of the book are stark and simple: ‘The half-filled quotas of mid-1940 to mid-1941, when refugee rescue
remained entirely feasible, symbolize 20,000 to 25,000 lives lost...’ In the eight years from 1933 to 1941, about 250,000 refugees found
safety here. The total is not small, but neither is the country which received them.” — Raul Hilberg, Political Science Quarterly “Generally
[President Roosevelt] left refugee policy to the disposition of a hostile Congress and the State Department. Yet, as the author points out,
neither Roosevelt, the State Department, nor Congress can be blamed entirely for what happened. ‘Viewed within the context of its times,
United States refugee policy from 1938 to the end of 1941 was essentially what the American people wanted.’ In December 1938 only 8.7
per cent of the respondents to a Roper poll favored entry of a larger number of European refugees than the quota law allowed; fully 83 per
cent were flatly opposed. This book tells a dismal story. While it is dear where the author’s sympathies lie, he tells the story with restraint; if
anything, his approach and writing style underplay the pathos involved... Wyman has given us a scholarly description and analysis of the first
act of the tragedy, which he promises to carry on through the war and postwar years.” — J. Joseph Huthmacher, The American Historical
Review “This thoroughly documented study of the United States policies in regard to the refugee crisis of 1938-1941 is the best available
source in this field and on that period. Drawing on material from some well known as well as several previously untapped sources, Wyman
discusses both the ambiguous role of particular figures and organizations and the underlying forces at work in American society which
influenced governmental policy and practices; anti-semitism, nativism, fear of unemployment and of Nazi subversives are shown as the major
pressure to which America’s people and leaders succumbed.” — Joseph S. Roucek, The International Migration Review “This is a
depressing topic impressively researched. Professor Wyman has investigated almost all the relevant primary and secondary materials in
order to recount the tragic story of America’s indifference to the hundreds of thousands of refugees fleeing Hitler’s Europe... Over two-thirds
of Americans desired to keep the Jewish refugees out of the United Stales. Wyman argues that this sentiment was due to three sources:
‘nativism, anti-Semitism, and economic insecurity’... There is enough evidence in Wyman’s book to cause the Statue of Liberty to collapse
for lack of moral foundation.” — John P. Diggins, The Historian “Professor Wyman skillfully investigates and thoughtfully analyzes the
complexities of the crisis and the reasons why more was not done to aid the refugees in the crucial period between 1938 and 1941... The
author examines the problem thoroughly from a number of standpoints... The State Department, the Congress, and the President really were
reflecting the attitudes of the American people, who, Wyman asserts, were indifferent and even antagonistic to the refugees [because of] the
economic insecurity engendered by the depression, nativistic nationalism, and anti-Semitism. A well-researched and lucidly, if not
dispassionately, written book, Paper Walls is a sound, workmanlike study of a significant episode in our nation’s recent past.” — E. Berkeley
Tompkins, The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science
Offers a country-by-country breakdown of the impact the Holocaust had on world history, through politics, economics, and culture, covering
twenty-two member states of the United Nations.
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