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Social Welfare In Canadian Society
This book examines the development of Canada's
extensive welfare state, the various ideological views of
social policy, and the overwhelming historical
contributions of liberal thought to social welfare in
Canada. Several programs that were developed fifty
years ago under very different circumstances have been
changed during the 1990s to reflect the limitations
imposed by a changed economic order.
Newspapers, television and films cast homeless shelters
as places of desperation, sadness and sickness.
However, over the last 25 years, homeless shelters have
changed dramatically. Shelters have become more
professional and sophisticated in addressing
homelessness in their communities. They now do much
more than provide a bed and a meal for the night — they
offer different methods of intervention, different types of
services and different forms of connection to the
communities they serve. This book offers essays by
experienced shelter managers who address the future of
the homeless shelter in Canada. This diverse collection
also includes a chapter by Dr. Sam Tsemberis, the father
of the successful Housing First Model. There are
contributions by leaders in the homelessness field from
across Canada, who have been at the forefront of
developing unique services for women, youth,
Indigenous people, and families. The days of shelters
serving to merely warehouse homeless people out of
sight and mind are being replaced by specialized
approaches that are reducing homelessness in Canada.
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The contributors have years of experience understanding
the causes of and solutions to homelessness and the
role that shelters can play in achieving their ultimate goal
— the elimination of all forms of homelessness in
Canada.
The first book to discuss the Canadian welfare state
through a health-focused lens, The Politics of Health in
the Canadian Welfare State argues that the nature of
Canada’s liberal welfare state shapes the health care
system, the social determinants of health, and the health
of all Canadians. Documenting decades of work on the
social determinants of health, authors Toba Bryant and
Dennis Raphael explore topics such as power and
influence in Canadian society, socially and economically
marginalized populations, and approaches to promoting
health. Each chapter examines different aspects of the
links between public policy, health, and the welfare state,
investigating how broader societal structures and
processes of the country’s economic and political
systems shape living and working conditions and,
inevitably, the overall health of Canadians.
Contextualizing the history and status of Canadian health
and health care systems with Canada’s welfare state,
this concise and timely text is well suited as a
supplementary resource for health studies, sociology of
health, and nursing courses in universities across
Canada.
In 2005, 1.2 million children in Canada were living below
the poverty level. This represents a 20 percent increase
since 1989, the year that the federal government
unanimously passed a resolution to eliminate child
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poverty by 2000. To understand the state of children's
welfare, Child Poverty and the Canadian Welfare State
reviews Canadian social policy reform, and discovers
that the welfare of poor children is a casualty of the war
on the welfare state launched by opposing political
ideologies. This study surveys the shift from entitlement
to charity from the perspective of social policy reform.
One Hundred Years of Social Work is the first
comprehensive history of social work as a profession in
English Canada. Organized chronologically, it provides a
critical and compelling look at the internal struggles and
debates in the social work profession over the course of
a century and investigates the responses of social
workers to several important events. A central theme in
the book is the long-standing struggle of the professional
association (the Canadian Association of Social
Workers) and individual social workers to reconcile
advancement of professional status with the promotion
social action. The book chronicles the early history of the
secularization and professionalization of social work and
examines social workers roles during both world wars,
the Depression, and in the era of postwar reconstruction.
It includes sections on civil defence, the Cold War,
unionization, social work education, regulation of the
profession, and other key developments up to the end of
the twentieth century. Drawing on extensive archival
research as well as personal interviews and secondary
literature, the authors provide strong academic evidence
of a profession that has endured many important
changes and continues to advocate for a just society and
a responsive social welfare state. One Hundred Years of
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Social Work will be of interest to social workers, social
work students and educators, social historians,
professional associations and anyone interested in
understanding the complex nature of people and
institutions.
For more than a century the Canadian Red Cross
Society has provided help and comfort to vulnerable
people at home and abroad. In the first detailed national
history of the organization, Sarah Glassford reveals how
the European-born Red Cross movement came to
Canada and took root, and why it flourished. From its
origins in battlefield medicine to the creation of
Canada’s first nationwide free blood transfusion service
during the Cold War, Mobilizing Mercy charts crucial
organizational changes, the influence of key leaders, and
the impact of social, cultural, political, economic, and
international trends over time. Glassford shows that the
key to the Red Cross's longevity lies in its ability to
reinvent itself by tapping into the concerns and ambitions
of diverse groups including militia doctors, government
officials, middle-class women, and schoolchildren.
Through periods of war and peace, the Canadian Red
Cross pioneered new services and filled gaps in
government aid to become a ubiquitous agency on the
wartime home front, a major domestic public health
organization, and a respected provider of international
humanitarian aid. Opening a window onto the shifting
relationship between voluntary organizations and the
state, Mobilizing Mercy is a compelling portrait of a major
humanitarian organization, its people, and its everevolving place in Canadian society.
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Welfare Reform in Canada provides systematic
knowledge of Canadian social assistance by assessing
provincial welfare regimes and emphasizing changes
since the late twentieth century. The book examines
activation, social investment, and economic inequalities
and provides nuanced perspectives on social welfare
across Canada's provinces in relation to trends and
issues in the country and beyond. These conceptual,
international, and historical perspectives inform in-depth
case studies of social assistance reform in each
province. The key issues of social assistance in Canada,
including gender relations, immigrants, Aboriginal
peoples, and the impact of activation programs, are
addressed, as is the possibility of convergence taking
place in provincial welfare policy. This book is the
second volume in the Johnson-Shoyama Series on
Public Policy, published by the University of Toronto
Press in association with the Johnson-Shoyama
Graduate School of Public Policy, an interdisciplinary
centre for research, teaching, and executive training with
campuses at the Universities of Regina and
Saskatchewan.
Social Welfare in Canadian SocietySocial Welfare in
Canadian Society
Explains not only how women are affected by changes in
policy and programming, but how they can take an active
role in shaping these changes.
This book, under the title Social Welfare in Canada has
been a standard text in the field of Canadian social
welfare for twenty years. In this completely revised and
updated third edition, Armitage examines the legacy of
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the welfare state in Canada and also explores an
uncertain future for social welfare. Many changes in the
Canadian political and economic climate threaten the
social safety net that has been developed since World
War II: the deficit burdens of federal and provincial
governments; the real possibility of Quebec's succession
from Canada; conservative and even reactionary
government retrenchment in the social policy field as a
means to cut deficits and to remain economically
competitive in the face of globalization and North
American free trade. Armitage writes that "the liberal
vision remains capable of guiding a collective response
to the economic and social policy changes of the twentyfirst century" and emphasizes that "both sets of
challenges have to be dealt with together." The foremost
underlying theme here is a renewed conviction that
Canadian society must become more just, more tolerant,
and more humane, despite political and economic
pressures to the contrary. While programs such as
Unemployment Insurance, Workers' Compensation, and
retirement benefits, which were designed for conditions
50 years ago, must be thoroughly reappraised, the
"situation of single mothers and their children and the
growing number of children in poverty comprise the
central challenge for social policy. Social policy needs to
be rebuilt from the bottom up, and the 'bottom' means
the standard of living that is afforded to those who are
worst off."
The definition and measurement of social welfare have
been a vexed issue for the past century. This book
makes a constructive, easily applicable proposal and
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suggests how to evaluate the economic situation of a
society in a way that gives priority to the worse-off and
that respects each individual's preferences over his or
her own consumption, work, leisure and so on. This
approach resonates with the current concern to go
'beyond the GDP' in the measurement of social progress.
Compared to technical studies in welfare economics, this
book emphasizes constructive results rather than
paradoxes and impossibilities, and shows how one can
start from basic principles of efficiency and fairness and
end up with concrete evaluations of policies. Compared
to more philosophical treatments of social justice, this
book is more precise about the definition of social
welfare and reaches conclusions about concrete policies
and institutions only after a rigorous derivation from
clearly stated principles.
This book shines a spotlight on the causes and
consequences of working poverty, revealing how the
lives of low-wage workers are affected by differences in
health care, labor, and social welfare policy in the United
States and Canada. Dan Zuberi's conclusions are based
on survey data, eighteen months of participant
observation fieldwork, and in-depth interviews with
seventy-seven hotel employees working in parallel jobs
on both sides of the border. Two hotel chains, each with
one union and one non-union hotel in Seattle and
Vancouver, provide a vivid crossnational comparison
because they are similar in so many regards, the one
major exception being government policy. Zuberi
demonstrates how labor, health, social welfare, and
public investment policy affect these hotel workers and
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their families. His book challenges the myth that
globalization necessarily means hospitality jobs must be
insecure and pay poverty wages and makes clear the
critical role played by government policy in the reduction
of poverty and creation of economic equality. Zuberi
shows exactly where and how the social policies that
distinguish the Canadian welfare state from the U.S.
version make a difference in protecting Canadian
workers from the hardships that burden low-wage
workers in the United States. Differences That Matter,
which is filled with first-person accounts, ends with policy
recommendations and a call for grassroots community
organizing.
This book studies welfare systems in Europe and beyond
from the standpoint of women in vulnerable positions in
society. These systems are under major transformations
with new models of service delivery and management,
austerity measures, requirements for cost-effectiveness,
marketization, and the prioritization of services. Divided
into three parts: Welfare service systems (not)
responding to vulnerable situations of women Women’s
encounters with the welfare service system
Contradictions of informal support this book considers
the experiences and encounters with the service system
of women in poverty, homeless women, women with
substance use problems, women sentenced of crime,
girls and young women in care, and refugees and
asylum-seeking women. Drawing upon research and
critical discussions from Finland, Canada, Israel,
Slovenia, Spain and the UK, this book provides new
empirical findings and critical insights, and a valuable
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resource for the academics and students in social work,
social policy, sociology and gender studies, but also for
policy makers and professionals in social and health
care.
Social Welfare in Canadian Society provides a unique
blend of historical and current developments in Canadian
social welfare. The book emphasizes the dynamic nature
of social welfare in Canada today and examines how
recent economic, political, and social changes impact the
social welfare system. Social Welfare in Canadian
Society provides a Canadian-focused introduction to
social welfare that is up-to-date and easy-to-read.
When The Vertical Mosaic first appeared in 1965, it became
an instant classic. Its key message was that Canada was not
the classless democracy it fancied itself to be. In fact, Canada
was a highly inegalitarian society comprising a ‘vertical
mosaic’ of distinct classes and ethnic groups. This collection
of papers by five of Canada’s top sociologists subjects John
Porter’s landmark study to renewed scrutiny and traces the
dramatic changes since Porter’s time – both in Canadian
society and in the agenda of Canadian sociology. Based on
papers written for a conference held in commemoration of the
thirtieth anniversary of The Vertical Mosaic’s publication, the
five essays revisit the central themes of the original work,
including gender and race inequality; citizenship and social
justice; and class, power, and ethnicity from the viewpoint of
political economy. An introduction by the editors provides a
historical biography of Porter and discusses his influence on
Canadian sociology.
Social Policy and Practice in Canada: A History traces the
history of social policy in Canada from the period of First
Nations’ control to the present day, exploring the various
ways in which residents of the area known today as Canada
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have organized themselves to deal with (or to ignore) the
needs of the ill, the poor, the elderly, and the young. This
book is the first synthesis on social policy in Canada to
provide a critical perspective on the evolution of social policy
in the country. While earlier work has treated each new social
program as a major advance, and reacted with shock to
neoliberalism’s attack on social programs, Alvin Finkel
demonstrates that right-wing and left-wing forces have always
battled to shape social policy in Canada. He argues that the
notion of a welfare state consensus in the period after 1945 is
misleading, and that the social programs developed before
the neoliberal counteroffensive were far less radical than they
are sometimes depicted. Social Policy and Practice in
Canada: A History begins by exploring the non-state
mechanisms employed by First Nations to insure the wellbeing of their members. It then deals with the role of the
Church in New France and of voluntary organizations in
British North America in helping the unfortunate. After
examining why voluntary organizations gradually gave way to
state-controlled programs, the book assesses the evolution of
social policy in Canada in a variety of areas, including health
care, treatment of the elderly, child care, housing, and
poverty.
Social Work in Canada provides an introduction to the key
concepts and contemporary issues in social work in Canada.
It is intended for those who may be thinking of entering the
social services, for social work students and for allied
professionals seeking a basic understanding of the field.
Social workers are an essential part of life in Canada.
Throughout our lives, we are confronted with unforeseen
events such as accidents, illness, unemployment, violence
and death. Social service practitioners are concerned with
helping individuals, families and communities face such
events and move on to enhance their individual and collective
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well-being. This book introduces the reader to the
fundamentals of sound practice in the context of such
challenges as inequality, poverty, homelessness, violence,
globalization and discrimination.
The first major reference work of its kind in the social welfare
field in Canada, this volume is a selected bibliography of
works on Canadian social welfare policy. The entries in Part
One treat general aspects of the origins, development,
organization, and administration of the welfare state in
Canada; included is a section covering basic statistical
sources. The entries in Part Two treat particular areas of
policy such as unemployment, disabled persons, prisons,
child and family welfare, health care, and day care. Also
included are an introductory essay reviewing the literature on
social welfare policy in Canada, a "User's Guide," several
appendices on archival materials, and an extensive
chronology of Canadian social welfare legislation both federal
and provincial. The volume will increase the accessibility of
literature on the welfare state and stimulate increased
awareness and further research. It should be of wide interest
to students, researchers, librarians, social welfare policy
analysts and administrators, and social work practitioners.
All of us, as Canadians, are touched throughout our lives by
some aspect of social welfare, either as recipients, donors, or
taxpayers. But despite the importance of the social network in
our country, there has been no single source of information
about this critical component of our society. Even
professionals in the field of social work or social services
have not had a comprehensive volume addressing the myriad
features of this critical societal structure. The Encyclopedia of
Canadian Social Work fills this need. Over five hundred topics
important to Canadian social work are covered, written by a
highly diverse group of social workers covering all aspects of
the field and all areas of the country. Practitioners, policy
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makers, academics, social advocates, researchers, students,
and administrators present a rich overview of the complexity
and diversity of social work and social welfare as it exists in
Canada. The principal finding from this project underscores
the long-held perception that there is a Canadian model of
social work that is unique and stands as a useful model to
other countries. The Encyclopedia of Canadian Social Work
will be an important source of information, both to Canadians
and to interested groups around the world. The Encyclopedia
of Canadian Social Work is available in e-book version by
subscription or from university and college libraries through
the following vendors: Canadian Electronic Library, Ebrary,
MyiLibrary, and Netlibrary.
Informative and comprehensive, this book has been a
standard text in the field of Canadian social welfare for more
than a decade, concentrating on uniquely Canadian issues
and pointing out the shortcomings of the Canadian social
welfare system.
The second edition of Canadian Social Policy contains
eighteen essays, written by eminent academicians and policy
makers, including new essays on federal-provincial issues
and social policy in Quebec. The book is divided into four
section: (1) the development of social policy in Canada; (2)
the current major issues in Canadian social policy
development in such areas as income security, health policy,
housing, immigration, inflation, and unemployment; (3) the
process of social policy formulation within the Canadian
context; and (4) the evaluation of Canadian social welfare
policy and services. All articles have been revised and
updated in order to provide a broad perspective on social
policy development and also to help stimulate discussion and
debate on major social welfare problems confronted by
Canadian society in the 1980s and beyond.
Social policy shapes the daily lives of every Canadian citizen
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and should reflect the beliefs of a majority of Canadians on
just approaches to the promotion of health, safety, and wellbeing. Too often, those on the front lines—social workers,
nurses, and teachers—observe that policies do not work well
for the most vulnerable groups in society. In the first part of
this new edition of Canadian Social Policy, Westhues and
Wharf argue that service deliverers have discretion in how
policies are implemented, and the exercise of this discretion
is how citizens experience policy—whether or not it is fair and
reasonable. They show the reader how social policy is made
and they encourage active citizenship to produce policies that
are more socially just. New material includes an examination
of the reproduction of systemic racism through the
implementation of human rights policy and a comparative
analysis of the policy-making process in Quebec and English
Canada. The second part of the book discusses policy issues
currently under debate in Canada. Included are new chapters
that explore parental leave policies and housing as a
determinant of health. All chapters contain newly updated
statistical data and research and policy analysis. A reworked
section on the process of policy-making and the addition of
questions for critical reflection enhance the suitability of the
book as a core resource in social policy courses. The final
chapter explores how front-line workers in the human
services can advocate for change in organizational policies
that will benefit the people supported.
The ?social safety net? created in Canada after World War II
faced serious challenges from the early 1980s onwards.
Neoliberal economic policies pursued by successive federal
and provincial governments left many groups of people ?
especially those in precarious work, women, racialized
minorities, older individuals and Indigenous communities ?
highly vulnerable and seriously under-protected. Social justice
and full equality can come about only if systemic barriers
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such as these are acknowledged and completely eliminated.
About This Edition This edition focuses on the transformative
social policies and universal programs that are needed to
promote personal and social well-being and ensure full
equality of opportunity for all. Social workers at home and
abroad are committed to building inclusive communities,
promoting participatory democracy, fighting racism, and
actively addressing the problems of economic sustainability,
and climate change. The social work profession provides an
excellent opportunity to join with health care professionals
and others to bring about the fundamental changes
necessary to ensure full inclusion, equity and social justice,
and a safer and prosperous future.
A consistent bestseller since its publication in 2000, Changing
Politics of Canadian Social Policy is a one-of-a-kind resource
in the fields of political science and social work. Examining
current conditions affecting the development of social policies
in Canada, this book offers in-depth critical analysis of how
these policies first arose and the implications they pose for
future policy development. This new edition of Changing
Politics of Canadian Social Policy features updated chapters
while retaining the first edition’s analytical focus on economic
globalization, societal pluralization, and social protection. The
authors offer fresh considerations of gender relations and
families, community agencies and the voluntary sector, as
well as the social policy activities of all levels of government
in the Canadian federation. Changing Politics of Canadian
Social Policy will continue to provide the much-needed
groundwork for students and policymakers, as well as
propose real solutions for the future.
Social Policy in Canada is an important and timely
examination of the past, present, and future of Canadian
social policy. Organized around the premise that economic
policy is a subset of social policy, this fully revised second
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edition provides a detailed exploration of how social
benefitsare allocated and explains the mechanisms and tools
of income transfer and redistribution that are central to all
aspects of social policy.
Following two world wars and the Great Depression of the
1930s, many of the world's nations acknowledged the need
for some type of state welfare system to provide a safety net
for their citizens. This collection of documents analyzes the
global rise and fall of the welfare state in the 20th century. It
concentrates on Australia, Brazil, Canada, France, Sweden,
the United Kingdom, the United States, and Zimbabwe.
Between State and Market surveys and critiques the existing
literature on charities law as well as the laws themselves. The
authors offer policy prescriptions for the future of an
increasingly vital sector of Canadian society. The first section
of the book contains an overview of the charitable sector in
Canada, a sociological review of altruism in different
societies, a discussion of altruism in various philosophical and
religious traditions, an economic analysis of "rational
voluntarism," and an assessment of the relationship between
the charitable sector and the welfare state. The second
section contains five papers on the legal definition of charity,
both general (the jurisprudence of the Federal Court of
Appeal and a proposal for rethinking the concept of "public
benefit"), and particular (the political purposes doctrine,
religion as charity, and a commentary on the recent major
Supreme Court decision on the meaning of charity). The third
section deals with the tax status of charities: two papers
evaluate the current tax credit system and one deals with the
administration of charities by the Canada Customs and
Revenue Agency. The final section contains essays on
charities and commercial enterprise, on the regulation of fundraising, and on needed reforms in non-profit corporation law.
At a time when the federal government is about to embark on
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a wide range of policy initiatives to assist and regulate the
non-profit sector, these essays are necessary reading for
anyone concerned with the future of the charitable sector in
Canada. Contributors include Neil Brooks (Osgoode Hall Law
School), Cara Cameron (McGill), Bruce Chapman, Kevin
Davis (Toronto), Abraham Drassinower (Toronto), David Duff
(Toronto), Richard Janda (McGill), Will Kymlicka (Queen's),
Andrée Lajoie (Montreal), Mayo Moran (Toronto), CharlesMaxime Panaccio (office of Mr Justice Charles Gonthier), Jim
Phillips, Jane Allyn Piliavin (Wisconsin-Madison), David
Sharpe (Attorney-General's Office, New York State), Lorne
Sossin (Osgoode Hall Law School), David Stevens, and JenChieh Ting (Academia Sinica). Jim Phillips is professor of law
at the University of Toronto. Bruce Chapman is professor of
law at the University of Toronto. David Stevens is professor of
law at McGill University
"Social Welfare in Canada: Understanding Income Security",
Second Edtion provides an overview of the income security
system in Canada - its historical development, its programs,
and the major policy dbates in this field. With this introductory
text, students will develop an understanding of the many
income security programs and policies in Canada, how they
fit together, and how they work (or fail to work) in practice.
The need for an alternative to conventional social work is
more obvious today than ever before. Given its acceptance of
our present social order and its emphasis on reform of the
individual and limited social reform, conventional social work
appears powerless to deal with the increasing socialproblems
that have already overloaded a diminishing welfare state. By
continuing to recycle mainstream theories of social work
practice that do nothing to change the present order,
conventional social work actually contributes to the
ideological hegemony of patriarchy, classism, racism and
otheroppressive thought structures. The New Structural
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Social Work reveals the shortcoming of welfare capitalism as
a social system and shows how conventional social work has
failed to respond to systemic social problems. Mullaly
presents a coherent and consistent theory of progressive
social work, with oppression as its centralfocus, and
examines elements of its political practice. It is shown how
this practice is carried out within the social agency, outside
the agency, and within the personal lives of structural social
workers. This third edition has been extensively revised and
updated, and includes.DT an expanded discussion of the
political paradigms that influence social work in CanadaDT a
new chapter on feminist, antiracist, and postmodernist
critiques of the neo-conservative, liberal, social democratic,
and Marxist paradigms that dominated the nineteenth and
twentieth centuriesDT a new chapter that assesses the
influence of the 'Third Way' and the role that social work plays
in Third Way jurisdictions such as the UK.DT improved
pedagogical aids to make this book more accessible to the
mid-level university market.
This ebook is a selective guide designed to help scholars and
students of social work find reliable sources of information by
directing them to the best available scholarly materials in
whatever form or format they appear from books, chapters,
and journal articles to online archives, electronic data sets,
and blogs. Written by a leading international authority on the
subject, the ebook provides bibliographic information
supported by direct recommendations about which sources to
consult and editorial commentary to make it clear how the
cited sources are interrelated related. A reader will discover,
for instance, the most reliable introductions and overviews to
the topic, and the most important publications on various
areas of scholarly interest within this topic. In social work, as
in other disciplines, researchers at all levels are drowning in
potentially useful scholarly information, and this guide has
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been created as a tool for cutting through that material to find
the exact source you need. This ebook is a static version of
an article from Oxford Bibliographies Online: Social Work, a
dynamic, continuously updated, online resource designed to
provide authoritative guidance through scholarship and other
materials relevant to the study and practice of social work.
Oxford Bibliographies Online covers most subject disciplines
within the social science and humanities, for more information
visit www.aboutobo.com.
In this new fifth edition of Social Welfare in Canadian Society,
author Rosalie Chappell provides a critical look at chronic and
emerging social issues, as well as the diverse and sometimes
confounding influences that have shaped them. Readers will
gain an appreciation for the impact of government policy and
globalization as they come to see the importance of the
helping professional in the midst of today s trends. Current
and authoritative, this edition s coverage paints a vibrant
picture of Canada s ever-changing social welfare
environment.
Canadian Social Welfare offers the most comprehensive view
available of Canadian social welfare. This contributed Fifth
Edition once again covers all of the key areas of social
welfare: programs, policies, philosophy and history. It also
includes completely up-to-date information, highlighting
recent changes to national and provincial social welfare
policies.
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