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Part of a new series Legends from the Ancient North, The Elder Edda is one of
the classic books that influenced JRR Tolkien's The Hobbit and The Lord of the
Rings 'So the company of men led a careless life, All was well with them: until
One began To encompass evil, an enemy from hell. Grendel they called this
cruel spirit...' J.R.R. Tolkien spent much of his life studying, translating and
teaching the great epic stories of northern Europe, filled with heroes, dragons,
trolls, dwarves and magic. He was hugely influential for his advocacy of Beowulf
as a great work of literature and, even if he had never written The Hobbit and The
Lord of the Rings, would be recognised today as a significant figure in the
rediscovery of these extraordinary tales. Legends from the Ancient North brings
together from Penguin Classics five of the key works behind Tolkien's
fiction.They are startling, brutal, strange pieces of writing, with an elemental
power brilliantly preserved in these translations.They plunge the reader into a
world of treachery, quests, chivalry, trials of strength.They are the most ancient
narratives that exist from northern Europe and bring us as near as we will ever
get to the origins of the magical landscape of Middle-earth (Midgard) which
Tolkien remade in the 20th century.
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As it's name states this book is meant for those Asafolk who are looking to
understand the words of Odin on a deeper level. Not only does this book contain
the original Havamal ¿Hawamal¿ from the Codex Regius, but also three English
translations to compare. Each page contains 4 versions of 1 verse for easy
reference. The opposing page to each verse is a journaling page to write down
your thoughts and make notes. A valuable resource that has been in need for
some time. Get together with your study group or work alone and dig into the
wisdom of the Havamal. For anyone interested in Asatru - Odinism and Germanic
Heathenry
THERE existed from very early times a collection of Norse proverbs and wise
counsels, which were attributed to Odin (Othin) just as the Biblical proverbs were
to Solomon. This collection was known as "The High One's Words," and forms
the basis of the present poem. Few gnomic collections in the world's literary
history present sounder wisdom more tersely expressed than the Havamal. Like
the Book of Proverbs it occasionally rises to lofty heights of poetry. If it presents
the worldly wisdom of a violent race, it also shows noble ideals of loyalty, truth,
and unfaltering courage. Over time other poems were added to the original
content dealing with wisdom which seemed, by their nature, to imply that the
speaker was Odin. Thus a catalogue of runes, or charms, was tacked on, and
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also a set of proverbs. Here and there bits of verse crept in; and of course the
loose structure of the poem made it easy for any reciter to insert new stanzas
almost at will. This curious miscellany is what we now have as the Havamal Five
separate elements are pretty clearly recognizable: (1) the Havamal proper
(stanzas 1-80), a collection of proverbs and counsels for the conduct of life; (2)
the Loddfafnismol (stanzas 111-138), a collection somewhat similar to the first,
but specifically addressed to a certain Loddfafnir; (3) the Ljothatal (stanzas
147-165), a collection of charms; (4) the lovestory of Odin and Billing's daughter
(stanzas 96-102); (5) the story of how Odin got the mead of poetry from the
maiden Gunnloth (stanzas 103-110). There is also a brief passage (stanzas
139-146) telling how Odin won the runes, this passage being a natural
introduction to the Ljothatal, and doubtless brought into the poem for that reason.
33% of the net profit from the sale of this book will be donated to charities.
First passed down orally through innumerable generations of minstrels before the
presence of Christianity in Scandinavia, and written down eventually by unknown
poets, "The Poetic Edda" is a collection of mythological and heroic Old Norse
poems. It was preserved for hundreds of years in the medieval Codex Regius of
Iceland. This body of poetry contains narratives on creation, the Doom of the
Gods, the adventures of Thor and hostile giants, and many tales of love, family,
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heroes, and tragedy. Rediscovered in the seventeenth century and immediately
celebrated for its broad portrait of northern pagan beliefs, "The Poetic Edda" is
the most important source of Norse mythology and Germanic heroic legends in
existence today. It is a fascinating collection of poems that has stirred the
imagination of artists such as Richard Wagner and Thomas Gray, and it will
continue to inspire as it stands as a valuable and informative historical document
and an entertaining set of stories of Norse mythology.
In recent years, the field of Memory Studies has emerged as a key approach in
the Humanities and Social Sciences, and has increasingly shown its ability to
open new windows on Nordic Studies as well. The entries in this book document
the work-to-date of this approach on the pre-modern Nordic world (mainly the
Viking Age and the Middle Ages, but including as well both earlier and later
periods). Given that Memory Studies is an ever expanding critical strategy, the
approximately eighty contributors in this volume also discuss the potential for
future research in this area. Topics covered range from texts to performance to
visual and other aspects of material culture, all approached from within an
interdisciplinary framework. International specialists, coming from such relevant
fields as archaeology, mythology, history of religion, folklore, history, law, art,
literature, philology, language, and mediality, offer assessments on the relevance
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of Memory Studies to their disciplines and show it at work in case studies. Finally,
this handbook demonstrates the various levels of culture where memory had a
critical impact in the pre-modern North and how deeply embedded the role of
memory is in the material itself.
The Viking Spirit is an introduction to Norse mythology like no other. As you'd
expect from Daniel McCoy, the creator of the enduringly popular website Norse
Mythology for Smart People (Norse-Mythology.org), it's written to scholarly
standards, but in a simple, clear, and entertaining style that's easy to understand
and a pleasure to read. It includes gripping retellings of no less than 34 epic
Norse myths - more than any other book in the field - while also providing an
equally comprehensive overview of the fascinating Viking religion of which Norse
mythology was a part. You'll learn about the Vikings' gods and goddesses, their
concept of fate, their views on the afterlife, their moral code, how they thought the
universe was structured, how they practiced their religion, the role that magic
played in their lives, and much more. With its inclusion of the latest
groundbreaking research in the field, The Viking Spirit is the ultimate introduction
to the timeless splendor of Norse mythology and religion for the 21st Century.
This volume presents four of the most intricate and fascinating mythological
poems of the Poetic Edda - 'Hávamál', 'Hymiskvia', 'Grímnismál', and
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'Gróttasöngr' - with parallel translations, introductions, and illuminating
commentaries.
Bringing alive the dramatic poems of Old Norse heroic legend, this new collection
offers accessible, ground-breaking and inspiring essays which introduce and
analyse the exciting legends of the two doomed Helgis and their valkyrie lovers;
the dragon-slayer Sigurðr; Brynhildr the implacable shield-maiden; tragic Guðrún
and her children; Attila the Hun (from a Norse perspective!); and greedy King
Fróði, whose name lives on in Tolkien’s Frodo. The book provides a
comprehensive introduction to the poems for students, taking a number of fresh,
theoretically-sophisticated and productive approaches to the poetry and its
characters. Contributors bring to bear insights generated by comparative study,
speech act and feminist theory, queer theory and psychoanalytic theory (among
others) to raise new, probing questions about the heroic poetry and its reception.
Each essay is accompanied by up-to-date lists of further reading and a
contextualisation of the poems or texts discussed in critical history. Drawing on
the latest international studies of the poems in their manuscript context, and
written by experts in their individual fields, engaging with the texts in their original
language and context, but presented with full translations, this companion volume
to The Poetic Edda: Essays on Old Norse Mythology (Routledge, 2002) is
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accessible to students and illuminating for experts. Essays also examine the
afterlife of the heroic poems in Norse legendary saga, late medieval Icelandic
poetry, the nineteenth-century operas of Richard Wagner’s Der Ring des
Nibelungen, and the recently published (posthumous) poem by Tolkien, The
Legend of Sigurd and Gudrún.
From the translator of the bestselling Poetic Edda (Hackett, 2015) comes a
gripping new rendering of two of the greatest sagas of Old Norse literature.
Together the two sagas recount the story of seven generations of a single
legendary heroic family and comprise our best source of traditional lore about its
members—including, among others, the dragon-slayer Sigurd, Brynhild the
Valkyrie, and the Viking chieftain Ragnar Lothbrok.
This vibrant compilation presents the heroic sagas of ancient Scandinavia. Its
timeless legends of superhuman warriors and doomed lovers have inspired
Wagner's "Ring Cycle" and Tolkien's "Middle-earth."
Hávamál, (Old Norse: "Sayings of the High One [Odin]") a heterogeneous
collection of 164 stanzas of aphorisms, homely wisdom, counsels, and magic
charms that are ascribed to the Norse god Odin. The work contains at least five
separate fragments not originally discovered together and constitutes a portion of
the Poetic Edda. Most of the poems are believed to have been composed in
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Norway in the 9th and 10th centuries.The collection begins with poetry
concerning rules of social conduct. Of perhaps greater general interest are the
myths about Odin's erotic affairs, especially his amorous adventure leading to the
theft of the precious mead. In another poem, the VafÞrúðnismál ("Lay of
VafÞrúðnir"), Odin engages in a contest of wits with VafÞrúðnir, an immensely
wise giant. The poem, in the form of question and answer, tells of the cosmos,
gods, giants, the beginning of the world, and its end. The latter part contains the
strange myth of how Odin acquired the magical power of the runes (alphabetical
characters) by hanging himself from a tree and suffering hunger and thirst for
nine nights. The Hávamál ends with a list of magic charms.
Compared to other areas of medieval literature, the question of masculinity in Old
Norse-Icelandic literature has been understudied. This is a neglect which this
volume aims to rectify. The essays collected here introduce and analyse a
spectrum of masculinities, from the sagas of Icelanders, contemporary sagas,
kings' sagas, legendary sagas, chivalric sagas, bishops' sagas, and eddic and
skaldic verse, producing a broad and multifaceted understanding of what it
means to be masculine in Old Norse-Icelandic texts. A critical introduction places
the essays in their scholarly context, providing the reader with a concise
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Icelandic literature. This book's investigation of how masculinities are constructed
and challenged within a unique literature is all the more vital in the current
climate, in which Old Norse sources are weaponised to support far-right agendas
and racist ideologies are intertwined with images of vikings as hypermasculine.
This volume counters these troubling narratives of masculinity through
explorations of Old Norse literature that demonstrate how masculinity is formed,
how it is linked to violence and vulnerability, how it governs men's relationships,
and how toxic models of masculinity may be challenged. JESSICA HANCOCK is
a Lecturer in Educational Development at City, University of London; GARETH
LLOYD EVANS is Lecturer in Medieval Literature at St Hilda's College, Oxford.
Contributors: sds Egilsdttir, David Ashurst, Brynja orgeirsdttir, Gareth Lloyd
Evans, Oren Falk, Alison Finlay, Jessica Clare Hancock, Jhanna Katrn
Fridriksdttir, Philip Lavender, Thomas Morcom, Carl Phelpstead, Matthew Roby.
'The Origins of Beowulf' suggests that the Anglo-Saxon poem Beowulf was
composed in the winter of 826-7 as a requiem for King Beornwulf of Mercia on
behalf of Wiglaf, the ealdorman who succeeded him. This study combines
detective work with literary analysis to form a case that no future investigation will
be able to ignore.
A heavily annotated, scholarly translation into English prose.
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THE GALDRABOK, or Book of Magic, is the most important single document for understanding
the practice of magic in late medieval Iceland. In this translation, the author discusses books of
the black art, old gods, daemons of hell, runes and magical signs, theory and practice of
magic.
THE POETIC EDDA - With Original Illustrations. A BOOK THAT INSPIRED TOLKIEN. Also
contains the original Old Norse text, side by side with English translations. The Poetic Edda,
also known as The Elder Edda, is a collection of thirty-four Icelandic poems, interwoven with
prose, dating from the 9th century to the 12th. Professor J. R. R. Tolkien readily acknowledged
his debt to this source. He was sixteen years old when the Viking Club of London published
this beautifully illustrated translation by Olive Bray. Readers of Tolkien's work will easily spot
his inspirations - the names of the dwarves in The Hobbit; riddle games; Mirkwood; the Paths
of the Dead; an underworld creature being tricked into remaining above-ground until dawn,
when sunlight turns him to stone; different races calling a single thing by various names, and
more. The language is archaic, so for 21st century readers a glossary is provided at the back
of this book, as well as an index of names to help identify all the characters. Bray's lengthy
introduction has also been revised for modern readers, and some footnote citations omitted; all
else remains as it was in Tolkien's time.Remarkably in Bray's edition, the original Icelandic text
was included. This would have appealed to Tolkien, as a philologist. He must have relished
comparing the English words with the Icelandic, page by page. Illustrator W. G. Collingwood
was an English author, artist, antiquary and professor. In 1897 he travelled to Iceland where he
spent three months exploring the actual sites that are the settings for the medieval Icelandic
sagas. He produced a large number of sketches and watercolours during this time and
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published an illustrated account of his expedition in 1899. His study of Norse and Anglican
archaeology made him widely recognized as a leading authority, and his Art Nouveau-style
illustrations for the Bray edition are rich with symbolism. The Poetic Edda, the most important
existing source on Norse mythology and Germanic heroic legends, is part of the literature that
influenced Tolkien's inner world, informing the creation of The Hobbit and The Lord of the
Rings.
The essays here, united by their appreciation of the centrality of translation to the interpretation
of the medieval past, add to our understanding of how the old is continually made anew
From the ashes arises the sacred lore of the North, the ancient stories and proverbial wisdom
of the Ásatrú religion. Mighty Gods and fierce Giants battle in the never-ending struggle
between order and chaos, while men seek honor and glory in the eyes of their beloved deities.
After many years of research and piecing together sources, now comes the first known holy
text ever presented for the Ásatrú faith. Giving these ancestral accounts in their true, epic form,
The Ásatrú Edda is designed as a religious work by and for the men and women of this path. In
reconstructing this sacred epic, the idea is to create a living storytelling tradition that will honor
the legacy of the ancient Teutonic peoples, while providing an in-depth source of Ásatrú
wisdom for our modern world.
First published in 2002. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
Game of Thrones is a phenomenon. As Carolyne Larrington reveals in this essential
companion to George R R Martin's fantasy novels and the HBO mega-hit series based on
them the show is the epitome of water-cooler TV. It is the subject of intense debate in national
newspapers; by PhD students asking why Westeros has yet to see an industrial revolution, or
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whether astronomy explains the continent's climatic problems and unpredictable solstices
('winter is coming'); and by bloggers and cultural commentators contesting the series' startling
portrayals of power, sex and gender. Yet no book has divulged how George R R Martin
constructed his remarkable universe out of the Middle Ages. Discussing novels and TV series
alike, Larrington explores among other topics: sigils, giants, dragons and direwolves in
medieval texts; ravens, old gods and the Weirwood in Norse myth; and a gothic, exotic orient
in the eastern continent, Essos. From the White Walkers to the Red Woman, from Casterly
Rock to the Shivering Sea, this is an indispensable guide to the twenty-first century's most
important fantasy creation.
Parzival is the greatest of the medieval Grail romances. It tells of Parzival's growth from
youthful folly to knighthood at the court of King Arthur, and of his quest for the Holy Grail. Cyril
Edwards's fine translation also includes the fragments of Titurel, an elegiac offshoot of
Parzival.

The Poetic Edda comprises a treasure trove of mythic and spiritual verse holding an
important place in Nordic culture, literature, and heritage. Its tales of strife and death
form a repository, in poetic form, of Norse mythology and heroic lore, embodying both
the ethical views and the cultural life of the North during the late heathen and early
Christian times. Collected by an unidentified Icelander, probably during the twelfth or
thirteenth century, The Poetic Edda was rediscovered in Iceland in the seventeenth
century by Danish scholars. Even then its value as poetry, as a source of historical
information, and as a collection of entertaining stories was recognized. This meticulous
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translation succeeds in reproducing the verse patterns, the rhythm, the mood, and the
dignity of the original in a revision that Scandinavian Studies says "may well grace
anyone's bookshelf."
Excerpt from Seafaring and Shipping During the Viking Ages The Club is founded as a
Society for all interested in the North and its literature and antiquities. The Subscription
is 10/- a year, and the Entrance Fee 11/-, or 10 for Life Membership. The Saga-Book
(Proceedings), Year-Book, and occasional extra publications are issued gratis to
Members. The Council, which is elected annually by the Members, has the sole
management of the income and all other affairs of the Club. No liabilities are incurred
beyond the funds in hand. To Country and Foreign Members. - The whole funds are, in
effect, devoted to the Publications. Very little expense is incurred by Meetings, which
are indispensable for procuring, reading, and discussing Papers, so that Country
Members really participate in the full benefits of the Club. Enlisting New Members. The working expenses of the Club remain practically the same for any number of
Members, so that all new Subscriptions gained go to enlarge the Publications.
Members and others interested in Northern Studies are therefore requested to
introduce new Members, and to forward the names and addresses of others interested
in the work of the Club to the Hon. Secretary, Mrs. A. W.Johnston, 29, Ashburnham
Mansions, Chelsea, S.W. The proposed means by which the Club aims at promoting its
objects are, briefly, by: (1) Meetings for the discussion of Papers on Northern history,
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literature, music, art, archaeology, language, folklore, and anthropology; (2) Publication
of the Proceedings, the Saga-Book of the Club; (3) Formation of a Library of Books,
Mss., maps, etc., relating to Northern History and Antiquities; (4) Encouraging the
transcription and publication of original documents relating to Northern history, etc., and
the translation of Sagas and other works on Northern subjects; (5) Exhibition of
Northern antiquities; (6) Social Gatherings, etc. Meetings are held from November to
April, in the Kings Weigh House Rooms, Thomas Street, Grosvenor Square, W., and
occasional summer visits are made to places of Northern interest. About the Publisher
Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more
at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work.
Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work,
preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In
rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be
replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of
such historical works."
The first comprehensive account of Old Icelandic literature set within its social and
cultural context.
The Poetic EddaVolume III Mythological Poems IIOxford University Press
Six Edda poems presented in their original Old Norse text alongside a new translation
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and interpretation (as well as interpretations of mythical names and place names) by
Maria Kvilhaug, author of The Seed of Yggdrasill - Deciphering the Hidden Messages in
Old Norse Myths.
An excellent translation of the Prologue, Gylfaginning, and Skáldskaparmál (the
technical section on poetry, the Háttatal, is omitted.).
This volume presents five Norse poems, originally of oral composition, from the late
ninth to the early eleventh century. Each has a translation and commentary,
intoduction, analysis of structure and meaning, provenance and date.
This is the first comprehensive and accessible survey in English of Old Norse eddic
poetry: a remarkable body of literature rooted in the Viking Age, which is a critical
source for the study of early Scandinavian myths, poetics, culture and society.
Dramatically recreating the voices of the legendary past, eddic poems distil moments of
high emotion as human heroes and supernatural beings alike grapple with betrayal,
loyalty, mortality and love. These poems relate the most famous deeds of gods such as
Óðinn and Þórr with their adversaries the giants; they bring to life the often fraught
interactions between kings, queens and heroes as well as their encounters with
valkyries, elves, dragons and dwarfs. Written by leading international scholars, the
chapters in this volume showcase the poetic riches of the eddic corpus, and reveal its
relevance to the history of poetics, gender studies, pre-Christian religions, art history
and archaeology.
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TOLKIEN'S BOOKSHELF #2: THE POETIC EDDA The Poetic Edda, also known as
The Elder Edda, is a collection of thirty-four Icelandic poems, interwoven with prose,
dating from the 9th century to the 12th. J. R. R. Tolkien readily acknowledged his debt
to this source. He was sixteen years old when the Viking Club of London published this
beautifully illustrated translation by Olive Bray. Readers of Tolkien's work will easily
spot his inspirations - the names of the dwarves in The Hobbit; riddle games; Mirkwood;
the Paths of the Dead; an underworld creature being tricked into remaining aboveground until dawn, when sunlight turns him to stone; different races calling a single
thing by various names, and more. Illustrator W. G. Collingwood was an English author,
artist, antiquary and professor. In 1897 he travelled to Iceland where he spent three
months exploring the actual sites that are the settings for the medieval Icelandic sagas.
His study of Norse and Anglican archaeology made him widely recognized as a leading
authority, and his Art Nouveau-style illustrations for the Bray edition are rich with
symbolism. The Poetic Edda, the most important existing source on Norse mythology
and Germanic heroic legends, is part of the literature that influenced Tolkien's inner
world, informing the creation of The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings.
The Wanderer's Hávamál features Jackson Crawford’s complete, carefully revised
English translation of the Old Norse poem Hávamál, newly annotated for this volume,
together with facing original Old Norse text sourced directly from the Codex Regius
manuscript. Rounding out the volume are Crawford’s classic Cowboy Hávamál and
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translations of other related texts central to understanding the character, wisdom, and
mysteries of Óðinn (Odin). Portable and reader-friendly, it makes an ideal companion
for both lovers of Old Norse mythology and those new to the wisdom of this central
Eddic poem wherever they may find themselves.
Many years ago, J.R.R. Tolkien composed his own version of the great legend of
Northern antiquity, recounted here in The Legend of Sigurd and Gudrún. In the Lay of
the Völsungs is told the ancestry of the great hero Sigurd, the slayer of Fáfnir, most
celebrated of dragons; of his awakening of the Valkyrie Brynhild, who slept surrounded
by a wall of fire, and of their betrothal; and of his coming to the court of the great
princes who were named the Niflungs (or Nibelungs), with whom he entered into bloodbrotherhood. In scenes of dramatic intensity, of confusion of identity, thwarted passion,
jealousy, and bitter strife, the tragedy of Sigurd and Brynhild, of Gunnar the Niflung and
Gudrún his sister, mounts to its end in the murder of Sigurd, the suicide of Brynhild, and
the despair of Gudrún. The Lay of Gudrún recounts her fate after the death of Sigurd,
her marriage against her will to the mighty Atli, ruler of the Huns (the Attila of history),
his murder of her brothers, and her hideous revenge.
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