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The Un Security Council In The 21st Century
This book comprehensively examines the different proposals put forward for
reforming the UN Security Council by analysing their objectives and exploring
whether the implementation of these proposals would actually create a
representative and more effective Security Council. The book places the
discussion on reform of Security Council membership in the context of the
council’s primary responsibility, which is at the helm of the UN collective security
system. The author contends that only a Council that is adequately
representative of the UN membership can claim to legitimately act on the
members’ behalf. This book offers an inquiry into the Council’s constitutional
framework and how far that framework still reflects the expectations and
intentions of the founding nations, whilst remaining flexible enough to satisfy
today’s, and possibly tomorrow’s, membership. Through the use of policyoriented jurisprudence and elements of the International Law/International
Relations theory this book explores how reform can best be realised. Reforming
the UN Security Council Membershipwill be of particular interest to scholars and
students of International Law and International Relations.
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Introduction -- Self-regulation -- The accountability, coherence and transparency
(ACT) group -- The Office of the Ombudsperson -- Sibling UN organs -- The
International Court of Justice -- Potential coordination with the ICJ -- The General
Assembly -- Conclusions -- Final conclusions -- Index
This Oxford Handbook is the definitive volume on the state of international
security and the academic field of security studies. It provides a tour of the most
innovative and exciting news areas of research as well as major developments in
established lines of inquiry. It presents a comprehensive portrait of an exciting
field, with a distinctively forward-looking theme, focusing on the question: what
does it mean to think about the future of international security? The key
assumption underpinning this volume is that all scholarly claims about
international security, both normative and positive, have implications for the
future. By examining international security to extract implications for the future,
the volume provides clarity about the real meaning and practical implications for
those involved in this field. Yet, contributions to this volume are not exclusively
forecasts or prognostications, and the volume reflects the fact that, within the
field of security studies, there are diverse views on how to think about the future.
Readers will find in this volume some of the most influential mainstream
(positivist) voices in the field of international security as well as some of the best
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known scholars representing various branches of critical thinking about security.
The topics covered in the Handbook range from conventional international
security themes such as arms control, alliances and Great Power politics, to "new
security" issues such as global health, the roles of non-state actors, cybersecurity, and the power of visual representations in international security. The
Oxford Handbooks of International Relations is a twelve-volume set of reference
books offering authoritative and innovative engagements with the principal subfields of International Relations. The series as a whole is under the General
Editorship of Christian Reus-Smith of the University of Queensland and Duncan
Snidal of the University of Oxford, with each volume edited by a distinguished
pair of specialists in their respective fields. The series both surveys the broad
terrain of International Relations scholarship and reshapes it, pushing each subfield in challenging new directions. Following the example of the original ReusSmit and Snidal The Oxford Handbook of International Relations, each volume is
organized around a strong central thematic by a pair of scholars drawn from
alternative perspectives, reading its sub-field in an entirely new way, and pushing
scholarship in challenging new directions.
When President George W. Bush launched an invasion of Iraq in March of 2003,
he did so without the explicit approval of the Security Council. His father's
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administration, by contrast, carefully funneled statecraft through the United
Nations and achieved Council authorization for the U.S.-led Gulf War in 1991.
The history of American policy toward Iraq displays considerable variation in the
extent to which policies were conducted through the UN and other international
organizations. In Channels of Power, Alexander Thompson surveys U.S. policy
toward Iraq, starting with the Gulf War, continuing through the interwar years of
sanctions and coercive disarmament, and concluding with the 2003 invasion and
its long aftermath. He offers a framework for understanding why powerful states
often work through international organizations when conducting coercive policiesand why they sometimes choose instead to work alone or with ad hoc coalitions.
The conventional wisdom holds that because having legitimacy for their actions is
important for normative reasons, states seek multilateral approval. Channels of
Power offers a rationalist alternative to these standard legitimation arguments,
one based on the notion of strategic information transmission: When state
actions are endorsed by an independent organization, this sends politically
crucial information to the world community, both leaders and their publics, and
results in greater international support.
This is a penetrating analysis of UN Security Council reform. It presents an
overview of the current debates - emphasising the potential for, and modalities of,
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adjustment in the post-Cold War era - through a systematic investigation of the
various reform proposals and the attitudes of member states. This is essential
reading for all students and scholars of the United Nations and international
relations.
What can be done if the United Nations Security Council fails to protect people
from mass atrocities? At a time of inaction and political paralysis at the United
Nations, this book explains the legality of alternative action beyond the Security
Council. This book takes a fresh look at the responsibility to protect and offers
new and compelling insights into the powers and limits of the UN Security
Council. It argues that the Security Council's responsibility to maintain
international peace and security, and its responsibility to protect, do not die with
its own failures. Other actors can and must take up responsibility to save those in
need. In a persuasive and detailed examination of the legal framework, this
research identifies options for coercive measures to be taken beyond the Council
that could be used to break the deadlock, including through the General
Assembly and regional organisations. It provides a must-have resource for
students, academics, and researchers on key principles of international law. It
also offers insight for governments, policy-makers, and other international actors
on how they can uphold their legal responsibilities, maintain peace and security,
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and prevent their failures from undermining the very existence of the UN itself.
Throughout the first decades of its existence, many held the view that the UN
Security Council would in some senses automatically encourage the protection of
human rights by maintaining international peace. However since the end of the
Cold War there have been growing concerns that the Council is a force with the
potential to do harm to the cause of human rights, even to the extent of violating
the rights of individuals. The chapters of this volume take a closer look at these
two sides of the Security Council's involvement in human rights; both its efforts to
promote and enforce human rights, and its actions that, with the intention of
maintaining and restoring international peace, also have the potential to
jeopardize human rights. This book represents a collection of individual views
and appraisals of how the Council has dealt with human rights issues in the postCold War period, particularly in the cases of the economic sanctions imposed on
Iraq and the targeted sanctions directed against the Taliban and supporters of
the Al Qaida network. Written by experts in the field of international law, they are
both positive and negative, critical and analytical. Together they offer a selection
of different perspectives and evaluate the contribution of the Security Council to
the promotion of human rights, highlighting possible avenue for improvement.
This book offers a unique critical analysis of the legal nature, effects and limits of
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UN Security Council referrals to the International Criminal Court (ICC). Alexandre
Skander Galand provides, for the first time, a full picture of two competing
understandings of the nature of the Security Council referrals to the ICC, and
their respective normative interplay with legal barriers to the exercise of universal
prescriptive and adjudicative jurisdiction. The book shows that the application of
the Rome Statute through a Security Council referral is inherently limited by the
UN Charter as well as the Rome Statute, and can conflict with other branches of
international law, including international human rights law, the law on immunities
and the law of treaties. Hence, it spells out a conception of the nature and effects
of Security Council referrals that responds to these limits and, in turn, informs the
reader on the nature of the ICC itself.
The UN Security Council formally acknowledged an obligation to promote justice
and the rule of law in 2003. This volume examines the extent to which the
Council has honoured this commitment when exercising its powers under the UN
Charter to maintain international peace and security. It discusses both how the
concept of the rule of law regulates, or influences, Security Council activity and
how the Council has in turn shaped the notion of the rule of law. It explores in
particular how this relationship has affected the Security Council’s three most
prominent tools for the maintenance of international peace and security:
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peacekeeping, sanctions and force. In doing so, this volume identifies strategies
for better promotion of the rule of law by the Security Council. This book will be of
interest to scholars and students of international law, international relations,
international development and peacekeeping.
Drawing on both theory and practice, this insightful book offers a comprehensive
analysis of the relationship between the United Nations Security Council (UNSC)
and the International Criminal Court (ICC), centred on the referral mechanism.
Arguing that the legal nature of the referral must be conceptualized as a conferral
of powers from the UNSC to the ICC, the author explores the complex legal
relationship between interacting international organizations.
This impressive work sheds light on the recent history of the UN Security Council
(UNSC), examining how the penchant for UN-backed humanitarian intervention
in the 1990s has given way to an impotent UNSC, unable to play a meaningful
role in the war in Iraq. It examines the precepts that govern UNSC politics,
including the sanctity of sovereign states, the norm of non-intervention and state
interests. Designed for readers who are interested in gaining a deeper
understanding of the workings of the UNSC, the attitudes of its members towards
the use of force and sovereignty, as well as understanding its limitations in
international politics, this volume: · evaluates key issues such as the principle of
Page 8/25

Where To Download The Un Security Council In The 21st Century
consent, the use of force, intervention and sovereignty · provides a rich array of
case studies to understand the challenges of consent-based peacekeeping ·
presents strong analytical consistency drawing on a wide variety of sources
What explains China's response to intervention at the UN Security Council?
China and Intervention at the UN Security Council argues that status is an
overlooked determinant in understanding its decisions, even in the apex cases
that are shadowed by a public discourse calling for foreign-imposed regime
change in Sudan, Libya, and Syria. It posits that China reconciles its status
dilemma as it weighs decisions to intervene: seeking recognition from both its
intervention peer groups of great powers and developing states. Understanding
the impact and scope conditions of status answers why China has taken certain
positions regarding intervention and how these positions were justified. Foreign
policy behavior that complies with status, and related social factors like selfimage and identity, means that China can select policy options bearing material
costs. China and Intervention at the UN Security Council offers a rich study of
Chinese foreign policy, going beyond works available in breadth and in depth. It
draws on an extensive collection of data, including over two hundred interviews
with UN officials and Chinese foreign policy elites, participant observation at UN
Headquarters, and a dataset of Chinese-language analysis regarding foreignPage 9/25
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imposed regime change and intervention. The book concludes with new
perspectives on the malleability of China's core interests, insights about the
application of status for cooperation and the implications of the status dilemma
for rising powers.
This book provides the first comparative treatment of the roles of informal ad hoc
groupings of states within selected conflict settings and their effects on
governance in and out of the UN Security Council.Since the 1990s, informal
institutions such as groups of friends, and contact or core groups have
proliferated as instruments for the management of risk and conflict due to the
increasing demands on the UN Security Council to adapt to the new post-cold
war security environment. The perception of both the capacity and limits of the
Security Council has had a catalytic effect on the creation of these ad hoc
mechanisms. The substance of conflict resolution and the process of
itslegitimation tend to become increasingly detached, with the former being
delegated to informal groups or coalition of states, while the Security Council
provides the latter. The successful merger of right process and substantive
outcome may strengthen the legitimacy of the Council and make actions taken by
informalinstitutions more acceptable.This book seeks to establish the importance
of informal ad hoc groupings of states in the making of peace. The dynamics
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between informal institutions and the Security Council are closely examined in
the context of conflict resolution in Namibia, El Salvador, and Kosovo. The study
illustrates the changing role of the Council in the maintenance of international
peace and security. The decentralization of tasks to informal groups allows the
achievement of policy goals that would beunattainable in the centralized setting
of formal international organizations. In effect, informal institutions are agents of
incremental change.
This Handbook is designed both for insiders as well as the public at large. It
contains an introduction which places the Security Council in the larger context of
the United Nations and how it operates. It is followed by practical information of
the Security Council agenda, briefings, meetings, programme of work,
membership, etc., as well as by the articles of the UN Charter related to the work
of the Security Council, its Provisional Rules of Procedure, and other documents.
It also includes a glossary of terms related to the Security Council.
The United Nations Security Council has primary responsibility for maintaining
international peace and security. In discharging its powers it must act in
accordance with the Purposes and Principles of the UN, and observe the rules
governing voting and procedure established in the Organisation’s Charter. The
Council adopts mandatory resolutions that may establish obligations for members
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and non-members, and such obligations trump conflicting obligations originating
from any other international agreement. Member States must cooperate with the
Organisation and among themselves, in the implementation of any action
prescribed by the Council against States whose behaviour the Council considers
an act of aggression, or a threat to, or breach of, international peace and
security. This book analyses resistance to Security Council resolutions and puts
forward a theory of lawful resistance. Sufyan Droubi takes a positivist approach
to the UN Charter regarding it as a constitution. Special emphasis is placed on
the construction of the Charter’s meaning through the practice of both organs
and Members of the UN and on the need to enhance the effectiveness of the
Organization with due respect to the rule of law. The book proposes that
nonviolent resistance to a mandatory resolution of the Security Council, on
grounds that the latter is incompatible with the Charter or jus cogens norms, may
be considered lawful under the Charter if some elements are present. In
exploring a number of case studies of individual and collective State resistance to
mandatory Council resolutions, the book proposes that resistance may function
as a rudimentary instrument of accountability and protection of the Charter and
jus cogens, in the absence of more mature mechanisms of judicial review. The
book will be of excellent use and interest to scholars and students of
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constitutional international law and international relations.
This book analyses the exercise of authority by the UN Security Council and its
subsidiary organs over individuals. The UN Security Council was created in 1945
as an outcome of World War II under the predominant assumption that it
exercises its authority against states. Under this assumption, the UN Security
Council and those individuals were ‘distanced’ by the presence of member
states that intermediate between the Security Council’s international commands
and those individuals that are subject to member states’ domestic law. However,
in practice, the UN Security Council’s exercise of authority has incrementally
removed the presence of state intermediaries and reduced the Security
Council’s distance to individuals. This book demonstrates that this phenomenon
has increased the relevance of domestic law in developing the international
normative frameworks governing the UN Security Council and its subsidiary
organs in safeguarding the rights, obligations, and interests of those affected
individuals. This book presents how the UN Security Council’s exercise of
authority has been received at the domestic level, and what would be the
international implications of the Security Council’s extensive encounter with the
actors who primarily reside in a domestic legal order.
This volume comprehensively evaluates the current state and future reform
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prospects of the UN Security Council, providing the most accessible and rigorous
treatment of the subject of reform to date. Apart from a couple of critical eyes in
the academic community, few have asked the pertinent questions that this
volume seeks to address: Will the enlargement of the Council constitute a
reform? Could the inclusion of countries such as India, Germany, Japan, and
Brazil markedly improve the Council’s agency? In response, this book focuses
on: The Role and Agency of the UN Security Council The History of the Reform
Debate An Expanded Council Working Method Reforms Enhancing Agency As
the future of the UN Security Council continues to be the focus of fierce debate,
this book will be essential reading for students of international relations,
international organizations and international security studies alike.
The nature and scope of UN Security Council decisions - significantly changed in
the post-Cold War era - have enormous implications for the conduct of foreign
policy. The UN Security Council offers a comprehensive view of the council both
internally and as a key player in world politics. Focusing on the evolution of the
council's treatment of key issues, the authors discuss new concerns that must be
accommodated in the decisionmaking process, the challenges of enforcement,
and shifting personal and institutional factors. Case studies complement the rich
thematic chapters. The book sheds much-needed light on the central events and
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trends of the past decade and their critical importance for the future role of the
council and the UN in the sphere of international security.
In contrast to the common perception that the United Nations is, or should
become, a system of collective security, this paper advances the proposition that
the UN Security Council embodies a necessarily selective approach. Analysis of
its record since 1945 suggests that the Council cannot address all security
threats effectively. The reasons for this include not only the veto power of the five
permanent members, but also the selectivity of all UN member states: their
unwillingness to provide forces for peacekeeping or other purposes except on a
case-by-case basis, and their reluctance to involve the Council in certain conflicts
to which they are parties, or which they perceive as distant, complex and
resistant to outside involvement. The Council’s selectivity is generally seen as a
problem, even a threat to its legitimacy. Yet selectivity, which is rooted in
prudence and in the UN Charter itself, has some virtues. Acknowledging the
necessary limitations within which the Security Council operates, this paper
evaluates the Council’s achievements in tackling the problem of war since 1945.
In doing so, it sheds light on the division of labour among the Council, regional
security bodies and states, and offers a pioneering contribution to public and
governmental understanding of the UN’s past, present and future roles.
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Frequently the UN Security Council is accused of failing its objectives for
maintaining international peace and security, but this book argues that instead of
undermining the legitimacy of the Council, processes of contestation,
politicisation and delegitimation can be productive in international organisations
such as the Security Council.
The politics of legitimacy is central to international relations. When states
perceive an international organization as legitimate, they defer to it, associate
themselves with it, and invoke its symbols. Examining the United Nations
Security Council, Ian Hurd demonstrates how legitimacy is created, used, and
contested in international relations. The Council's authority depends on its
legitimacy, and therefore its legitimation and delegitimation are of the highest
importance to states. Through an examination of the politics of the Security
Council, including the Iraq invasion and the negotiating history of the United
Nations Charter, Hurd shows that when states use the Council's legitimacy for
their own purposes, they reaffirm its stature and find themselves contributing to
its authority. Case studies of the Libyan sanctions, peacekeeping efforts, and the
symbolic politics of the Council demonstrate how the legitimacy of the Council
shapes world politics and how legitimated authority can be transferred from
states to international organizations. With authority shared between states and
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other institutions, the interstate system is not a realm of anarchy. Sovereignty is
distributed among institutions that have power because they are perceived as
legitimate. This book's innovative approach to international organizations and
international relations theory lends new insight into interactions between
sovereign states and the United Nations, and between legitimacy and the
exercise of power in international relations.
“Key Documents on the Reform of the UN Security Council 1991-2019” brings
together primary source documents reflecting the political, legal and academic
discussions about reform of the United Nations Security Council, in particular its
membership and decision-making. The collection objectively reflects the various
positions of all participants, including governments, UN bodies, universities and
think tanks.
China has emerged in the 21st century as a sophisticated, and sometimes
contentious, actor in the United Nations Security Council. This is evident in a
range of issues, from negotiations on Iran's nuclear program to efforts to bring
peace to Darfur. Yet China's role as a veto-holding member of the Council has
been left unexamined. How does it formulate its positions? What interests does it
seek to protect? How can the international community encourage China to be a
contributor, and not a spoiler? This book is the first to address China's role and
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influence in the Security Council. It develops a picture of a state struggling to find
a way between the need to protect its stakes in a number of 'rogue regimes', on
one hand, and its image as a responsible rising power on the world stage, on the
other. Negotiating this careful balancing act has mixed implications, and means
that whilst China can be a useful ally in collective security, it also faces serious
constraints. Providing a window not only into China's behaviour, but into the
complex world of decision-making at the UNSC in general, the book covers a
number of important cases, including North Korea, Iran, Darfur, Burma,
Zimbabwe, Libya and Syria. Drawing on extensive interviews with participants
from China, the US and elsewhere, this book considers not only how the world
affects China, but how China impacts the world through its behaviour in a key
international institution. As such, it will be of great interest to students and
scholars working in the fields of Chinese politics and Chinese international
relations, as well as politics, international relations, international institutions and
diplomacy more broadly.
In Petulant and Contrary: Approaches by the Permanent Five Members of the UN
Security Council to the Concept of 'threat to the peace' under Article 39 of the UN
Charter Tamsin Phillipa Paige conducts a critical discourse analysis of UN
Security Council meetings in relations to ‘threat to the peace’. She then
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synthesises these case studies to demonstrate how each member of the P5
defines the phrase.
Observes how the growth of the political authority of the Council challenges the basic
idea that states have legal autonomy over their domestic affairs. The individual essays
survey the implications that flow from these developments in the crucial policy areas of:
terrorism; economic sanctions; the prosecution of war crimes; human rights;
humanitarian intervention; and the use of force. In each of these areas, the evidence
shows a complex and fluid relation between state sovereignty, the power of the United
Nations, and the politics of international legitimation. Demonstrating how world politics
has come to accommodate the contradictory institutions of international authority and
international anarchy, this book makes an important contribution to how we understand
and study international organizations and international law. Written by leading experts
in the field, this volume will be of strong interest to students and scholars of
international relations, international organizations, international law and global
governance.
Conventional wisdom has it that the successful functioning of the UN Security Council
almost completely depends on the role played by its five permanent members and the
extent to which they can agree—or avoid to fundamentally disagree—on the many issues
on the Council’s agenda. But the Council also consists of ten non-permanent or
elected members who represent five different regions of the world, and who, though not
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vested with the right of veto, play an indispensable role in Council decision-making.
This book aims to take a closer look at that role.
In this forward-looking book, the authors consider how the United Nations Security
Council could assist in addressing the global security challenges brought about by
climate change. Contributing authors contemplate how the UNSC could prepare for this
role; progressing the debate from whether and why the council should act on climate
insecurity, to how? Scholars, activists, and policy makers will find this book a fertile
source of innovative thinking and an invaluable basis on which to develop policy.
In Towards a more accountable United Nations Security Council, Carolyn Evans argues
that enhanced accountability of the Council, and corresponding evolution of practice,
are salutary changes which are feasible to achieve towards the Council better
answering its raison d'être.
The book brings together leading scholars and practitioners to provide the definitive
analysis of the legal, historical, and political context in which the Security Council
operates. They explore the different functions that the Council has acquired over the
last 60 years, partly in response to the changing nature of war.
After grappling for two decades with the realities of the post¿Cold War era, the UN
Security Council must now meet the challenges of a resurgence of great power rivalry.
Reflecting this new environment, The UN Security Council in the 21st Century provides
a comprehensive view of the council¿s internal dynamics, its role and relevance in
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world politics, and its performance in addressing today¿s major security challenges.
David M. Malone is under-secretary-general of the United Nations and also rector of the
UN University (UNU). Sebastian von Einsiedel is director of the UNU Center for Policy
Research. Bruno Stagno Ugarte, most recently executive director of the Security
Council Report, now serves as deputy executive director for advocacy at Human Rights
Watch.
The first comprehensive look at the human rights dimensions of the work of the only UN
body capable of compelling action by its member states.
The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) remains an important source of legitimacy
for international action. Yet despite dramatic changes in the international system over
the past forty-five years, the composition of the UNSC has remained unaltered since
1965, and there are many who question how long its legitimacy will last without
additional members that reflect twenty-first century realities. There is little agreement,
however, as to which countries should accede to the Security Council or even by what
formula aspirants should be judged. Reform advocates frequently call for equal
representation for various regions of the world, but local competitors like India and
Pakistan or Mexico and Brazil are unlikely to reach a compromise solution. Moreover,
the UN Charter prescribes that regional parity should be, at most, a secondary issue;
the ability to advocate and defend international peace and security should, it says, be
the primary concern.The United States has remained largely silent as this debate has
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intensified over the past decade, choosing to voice general support for expansion
without committing to specifics. (President Obama's recent call for India to become a
permanent member of the Security Council was a notable exception.) In this Council
Special Report, 2009?2010 International Affairs Fellow Kara C. McDonald and Senior
Fellow Stewart M. Patrick argue that American reticence is ultimately unwise. Rather
than merely observing the discussions on this issue, they believe that the United States
should take the lead. To do so, they advocate a criteria-based process that will gauge
aspirant countries on a variety of measures, including political stability, the capacity and
willingness to act in defense of international security, the ability to negotiate and
implement sometimes unpopular agreements, and the institutional wherewithal to
participate in a demanding UNSC agenda. They further recommend that this process
be initiated and implemented with early and regular input from Congress; detailed
advice from relevant Executive agencies as to which countries should be considered
and on what basis; careful, private negotiations in aspirant capitals; and the interim use
of alternate multilateral forums such as the Group of Twenty (G20) to satisfy countries'
immediate demands for broader participation and to produce evidence about their
willingness and ability to participate constructively in the international system.The
issues facing the world in the twenty-first century--climate change, terrorism, economic
development, nonproliferation, and more--will demand a great deal of the multilateral
system. The United States will have little to gain from the dilution or rejection of UNSC
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authority. In UN Security Council Enlargement and U.S. Interests, McDonald and
Patrick outline sensible reforms to protect the efficiency and utility of the existing
Security Council while expanding it to incorporate new global actors. Given the growing
importance of regional powers and the myriad challenges facing the international
system, their report provides a strong foundation for future action.

The United Nations Secretary-General and the United Nations Security Council
spend significant amounts of time on their relationship with each other. They rely
on each other for such important activities as peacekeeping, international
mediation, and the formulation and application of normative standards in defense
of international peace and security - in other words the executive aspects of the
UN's work. The UN Secretary-General and the Security Council fills an important
lacuna in the scholarship on the UN system. Although there exists today an
impressive body of literature on the development and significance of the
Secretariat and the Security Council as separate organs, an important gap
remains in our understanding of the interactions between them. Bringing together
some of the most prominent authorities on the subject, this volume is the first
book-length treatment of this topic. It studies the UN from an innovative angle,
creating new insights on the (autonomous) policy-making of international
organizations, and adds to our understanding of the dynamics of intraPage 23/25
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organizational relationships. Within the book, the contributors examine how each
Secretary-General interacted with the Security Council, touching upon such
issues as the role of personality, the formal and informal infrastructure of the
relationship, the selection and appointment processes, as well as the SecretaryGeneral's threefold role as a crisis manager, administrative manager, and
manager of ideas.
This book investigates the ways governments trade money for favors at the
United Nations Security Council.
This volume discusses the legal limits to the authority of the Security Council
under Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter. The interest in this topic
regained importance when the Security Council started to play an increasingly
active role after a period of dormancy between 1945 and 1990. The work
describes various approaches to Charter interpretation, provides an overview of
the Council's powers under the Charter and surveys the Council's recent practice
with regard to the maintenance of international peace and security. Subsequently
the sources and contents of the limits to the Council's authority are analyzed.
This is followed by an analysis of the role of the International Court of Justice,
which includes an overview of the main obstacles to, and possibilities of, judicial
review by the Court of Council decisions taken under Chapter VII. Finally, the
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work discusses recent proposals to enhance the Council's legitimacy.
Written by best-selling author Edward C. Luck, this new text is broad and
engaging enough for undergraduates, sophisticated enough for graduates and
lively enough for a wider audience interested in the key institutions of
international public policy. Looking at the antecedents of the UN Security Council,
as well as the current issues and future challenges that it faces, this new book
includes: historical perspectives the founding vision procedures and practices
economic enforcement peace operations and military enforcement human
security proliferation and WMD terrorism reform, adaptation and change.
This volume examines the role of international law in the Security Council's
decisions and decision-making process since the end of the Cold War, with the
principle of legality as theoretical framework.
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